


Preface

The story of Palestine is a story of resilience, displacement, and an unyielding quest for justice. For over

seven decades, the Palestinian people have faced continuous hardship: their lands occupied, their homes

destroyed, and their identity tested by the weight of political and historical forces beyond their control. Yet,

despite this, the Palestinian spirit endures—rooted in a profound sense of place, culture, and an

unwavering desire for self-determination.

This book is a journey into the heart of the Palestinian experience—a narrative shaped by exile, occupation,

and the struggle for a home that is often out of reach. Through its chapters, I seek to illuminate the

complexities of life for Palestinians, from the hardships of living under occupation to the trauma of

displacement that has left millions in refugee camps, living in limbo across the world. It is a story not only of

suffering but of survival, where even in the most dire of circumstances, the Palestinian people continue to

fight for their land, their rights, and their very existence.

The themes explored in this book range from the construction of physical barriers and infrastructure that

make daily life nearly impossible, to the high-tech surveillance that tracks their every move, to the enduring

legacy of the Nakba—the catastrophe of 1948 that scattered the Palestinian population across the globe.

These are not isolated issues, but interconnected struggles that form the backbone of the Palestinian

narrative and the larger story of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

By examining these experiences, I hope to challenge preconceptions, confront historical narratives, and

offer a deeper understanding of the ongoing struggle for justice. The displacement of Palestinians is not a

matter of the past alone, but a living reality that continues to shape the lives of millions today. The refusal to

acknowledge this reality—and to address the injustices borne from it—is a denial of the fundamental human

rights of a people who have long been denied their rightful place in the world.

This book does not claim to provide all the answers, nor does it attempt to present a singular perspective.

The Palestinian experience is diverse, and the voices of Palestinians from different backgrounds and

regions need to be heard. Rather, it is an invitation to engage with a complex and often overlooked history,

to understand the human cost of occupation, and to consider how we might move forward as a global

community.

The struggle for Palestinian rights is not just a Palestinian issue. It is a matter of human rights, of justice, and

of the ongoing fight for peace. I hope that this book serves as both a starting point for deeper exploration

and a call to action for those who believe that a just peace is possible for all peoples in the region.

As you read, I ask you to remember that the Palestinian story is not one of despair, but of determination.

The journey of the Palestinian people continues—driven by the dream of return, of self-determination, and

of a future in which they are finally able to live in peace and dignity in their homeland.
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Chapter 1: The Nakba
– The Birth of
Injustice
The Nakba, or "catastrophe," is a term that resonates deeply in the collective consciousness of

the Palestinian people. It signifies the violent uprooting of more than 700,000 Palestinians from

their homes, the destruction of hundreds of Palestinian villages, and the loss of a homeland that

has yet to be fully acknowledged or reclaimed. The Nakba began in 1948, but its consequences

have endured for generations, shaping Palestinian identity, nationalism, and resistance. It

continues to inform the struggle for justice and self-determination in the context of an ongoing

occupation and a protracted refugee crisis.

The birth of Israel in 1948 is a pivotal moment in modern Middle Eastern history, but it was not a

simple act of nation-building. The creation of the State of Israel entailed the dispossession of the

Palestinian Arab population—both in terms of land and their right to self-determination. This

chapter will explore the historical roots of the Nakba, examining the circumstances that led to the

forced displacement of Palestinians and the policies that entrenched this loss.

The Nakba did not happen overnight. It was the culmination of decades of Zionist political,

military, and diplomatic efforts, and it was shaped by the complex geopolitical dynamics of the

time. In order to understand the Nakba’s significance, we must examine the forces at play in the

years leading up to 1948, including the British mandate in Palestine, the rise of the Zionist

movement, and the aftermath of World War II.

The United Nations Partition Plan (1947): A Compromise That Led to Conflict

The seeds of the Nakba were sown in 1947 when the United Nations (UN) General Assembly

proposed a plan to partition Palestine into two separate states—one for Jews and one for Arabs.
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The plan was presented as a solution to the escalating tensions between the Jewish and Arab

populations in Palestine. According to the UN proposal, 55% of the land was to be allocated to a

Jewish state, even though Jews made up only about one-third of the population and owned less

than 7% of the land.

For Zionist leaders, the UN Partition Plan represented a diplomatic victory, as it granted

legitimacy to the idea of a Jewish state in Palestine. The plan, however, was rejected by

Palestinian Arab leaders and the Arab League, who argued that it violated the rights of the

majority population and disregarded Palestinian aspirations for self-determination. The fact that

the land was to be divided along ethnic lines seemed to them a violation of the principles of

equality and justice.

The Arab states and Palestinian representatives were not opposed to the establishment of a

Jewish homeland in principle; however, they demanded that the rights of the Palestinian Arab

population be respected, and that they be given a fair share of land. The imbalance in the UN

plan, which allocated far more land to the Jewish state, was seen as unjust. As a result, when the

plan was put to a vote in the UN General Assembly, the Arab states refused to participate, and

Palestinian representatives rejected it outright.

Despite the rejection by the Palestinian Arabs and the broader Arab world, the Zionist leadership,

including David Ben-Gurion, accepted the UN Partition Plan, albeit with the intention of

expanding the boundaries of the Jewish state through military means. The period between the

announcement of the UN Partition Plan and the end of the British mandate was marked by

escalating violence between Jewish and Arab militias, which was further exacerbated by the

growing tensions in the wider Middle East.

The Outbreak of War: The 1948 Arab-Israeli Conflict

The day after Israel declared its independence on May 14, 1948, the surrounding Arab

states—Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq—launched a military intervention, marking the

beginning of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. This conflict would become the defining moment for

Palestinians, as it led to the mass expulsion and displacement of Palestinian Arabs, a process that

continued even after the war officially ended with a ceasefire in 1949.

While the war is often portrayed in Israeli historical narratives as a struggle for survival, in which

Jews were defending their newly declared state, the Palestinian narrative focuses on the brutal

consequences of the conflict for the Palestinian people. For Palestinians, the war was not only a

military defeat but a systematic campaign of dispossession and ethnic cleansing. In this context,
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the war did not end with a victory for the Jewish people; it marked the beginning of a prolonged

exile for Palestinian refugees.

The expulsion of Palestinians was not accidental; it was part of a deliberate strategy by Zionist

forces to create a Jewish-majority state. This strategy was implemented by various military

operations designed to displace the Palestinian population from their villages and towns. The

goal was to create a demographic reality in which Jews would constitute the majority in the newly

declared state of Israel.

The most infamous example of this strategy was the massacre at Deir Yassin, a village near

Jerusalem, in April 1948. On that day, Zionist paramilitary forces from the Irgun and Lehi groups

killed at least 100 Palestinian men, women, and children. This act of terror had a profound

psychological impact, spreading fear throughout the Palestinian population and prompting tens of

thousands to flee their homes.

In total, over 400 Palestinian villages were destroyed during the 1948 conflict, and more than

700,000 Palestinians were forced to flee their homes. Many crossed the border into neighboring

countries, including Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan, while others took refuge in the West Bank and

Gaza Strip, which were under Jordanian and Egyptian control, respectively. The refugees were

not allowed to return to their homes, and their properties were confiscated.

The Role of Zionist Forces: Ethnic Cleansing and the Creation of Israel

Ilan Pappé, a leading Israeli historian, argues that the Nakba was not simply a byproduct of the

war but a deliberate campaign of ethnic cleansing. In his book The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine,

Pappé documents the systematic expulsion of Palestinians from their land by Zionist forces. He

highlights the fact that the decision to expel Palestinians was not a spontaneous response to the

war but a carefully planned operation that involved the military, political, and economic elites

within the Zionist movement.

This campaign of ethnic cleansing was outlined in the Plan Dalet (Plan D), a military strategy

adopted by the Haganah, the main Zionist paramilitary group, in March 1948. The plan called for

the seizure of Palestinian villages and the expulsion of their inhabitants. The Haganah, along with

other Zionist militias, implemented Plan Dalet with brutal force, destroying homes, burning

villages, and systematically displacing Palestinians.

The aim of Plan Dalet was to create a Jewish-majority state by ensuring that Palestinians would

not return to their homes after being displaced. This goal was achieved through a combination of
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terror, military force, and political maneuvering. The strategic removal of Palestinians was not only

a military necessity but a demographic one, ensuring that the newly declared Jewish state would

have a secure Jewish majority.

The Aftermath of the Nakba: Palestinian Displacement and Statelessness

The Nakba left a profound mark on Palestinian society. The displacement of over 700,000

Palestinians created one of the largest refugee crises in modern history. Many of these refugees

lived in camps across the Middle East, where they faced poor living conditions and uncertain

futures. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) was established in 1949 to

provide humanitarian aid to Palestinian refugees, but the underlying issue of their right to return

to their homes was never addressed.

The Nakba also marked the beginning of the Palestinian struggle for self-determination. For many

Palestinians, the memory of the Nakba is not just a historical event but a continuous reality. The

right of return, enshrined in United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194, remains a core

demand of Palestinian nationalism. Despite international recognition of the Palestinian refugee

crisis, Israel has consistently refused to allow the return of Palestinian refugees, citing security

concerns and the potential demographic threat posed by the influx of refugees.

The Nakba also shaped the Palestinian national movement, which emerged in the wake of the

1948 catastrophe. Political parties such as the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) were

founded to represent the Palestinian people and to fight for the right to self-determination. The

Palestinian resistance, in various forms, continues to this day, fueled by the memory of the Nakba

and the ongoing denial of Palestinian rights.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Nakba

The Nakba is not simply a tragic chapter in Palestinian history—it is the foundation of the

Palestinian struggle for justice and self-determination. The expulsion of Palestinians from their

homes in 1948, the destruction of their villages, and the denial of their right to return have had

lasting repercussions on Palestinian identity and political consciousness.

The Nakba did not end in 1948. It is a living memory, passed down from generation to generation.

For Palestinians, the Nakba is not a singular event but a continuous process of displacement,
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occupation, and resistance. Understanding the Nakba is essential for understanding the roots of

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the ongoing struggle for Palestinian rights.

Sources:

● Pappé, Ilan. The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine. Oneworld Publications, 2006.

● Khalidi, Rashid. The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood. Beacon Press, 2006.

● Morris, Benny. The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited. Cambridge University Press, 2004.

● United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) Reports on Palestinian Refugees.

● United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194, 1948.

● Said, Edward. The Question of Palestine. Vintage Books, 1992.
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Chapter 2: The
Palestinian Exodus:
From the Nakba to
Today
The Palestinian exodus, beginning with the Nakba of 1948, marks a defining chapter in the history

of the Palestinian people. Yet, this is not a chapter that has been closed—rather, the exodus

continues today, shaping the lives of millions across the globe. Displacement, both physical and

psychological, is a constant feature of the Palestinian condition. From the mass expulsions in

1948 to the continuing forced migrations and military actions that displace Palestinians today, this

ongoing tragedy is one of the longest unresolved refugee crises in the world. This chapter

explores the impacts of the Palestinian exodus, focusing on the disproportionate number of

refugees and displaced persons, the persistence of the refugee crisis, and the indelible mark this

has left on Palestinian identity and politics.

The Scope of the Palestinian Refugee Crisis

The Palestinian refugee crisis began with the Nakba, but it did not end there. Rather, the refugee

issue has been exacerbated by Israel’s continued occupation of Palestinian territories, military

operations, and settlement expansions. It is a crisis that has grown over time, with generations of

Palestinians born into refugee camps or in exile, separated from their ancestral homes.

Today, Palestinians are spread across a vast diaspora, and their population is larger than ever.

Over 13 million Palestinians live worldwide, a stark increase from the 1.4 million who lived in

Palestine in 1948. The vast majority of Palestinians today are either refugees, descendants of

refugees, or displaced persons living under occupation or in exile. Of the 13 million, nearly 7
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million are considered refugees, making the Palestinian population one of the most displaced in

the world.

Refugees in Host Countries: A Reality of Statelessness

The 5.9 million Palestinian refugees registered with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

(UNRWA) live across several countries, each facing their own set of challenges.

● Jordan: Jordan is home to the largest Palestinian refugee population, with over 2.2 million

Palestinians living within its borders. Many of these refugees were originally displaced

from their homes during the Nakba. While some have acquired Jordanian citizenship, a

large number remain disenfranchised, particularly those living in refugee camps. Despite

having citizenship, they still face challenges, including limited employment opportunities,

restrictions on land ownership, and lack of political representation.

● Lebanon: In Lebanon, Palestinians face some of the most severe restrictions.

Approximately 450,000 Palestinians live in refugee camps across the country, often in

overcrowded, deteriorating conditions. Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are denied

citizenship and are prohibited from working in many professional fields, such as medicine,

law, and engineering. They have limited access to public services, including healthcare,

education, and social security. These restrictions leave many Palestinians in Lebanon in a

permanent state of poverty and instability.

● Syria: Prior to the Syrian Civil War, Syria hosted roughly 600,000 Palestinian refugees,

many of whom lived in the Yarmouk camp. The war, however, devastated the camp and

led to the displacement of thousands of Palestinian refugees. Many fled Syria for

neighboring Lebanon, Jordan, or Europe. While some Palestinian refugees in Syria were

granted citizenship and enjoyed a degree of rights, the civil war shattered their livelihoods

and forced many into permanent exile once again.

Palestinian Refugees in the Occupied Territories

Even in the Palestinian territories, displacement continues to be a central feature of life. In the

West Bank and Gaza Strip, millions of Palestinians live as refugees, often in camps that were

originally intended to be temporary. The camps in the West Bank and Gaza are home to around

1.5 million refugees, many of whom live in overcrowded conditions without sufficient

infrastructure. These camps are often located on land that originally belonged to refugees'

ancestors, intensifying the psychological trauma of displacement.

● Gaza: In Gaza, refugees comprise more than 70% of the population, with approximately

1.3 million living in 8 refugee camps. Gaza has been under blockade by Israel since 2007,

leading to dire living conditions. Basic infrastructure—such as healthcare, education, and
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clean water—is severely limited. Furthermore, the repeated Israeli military operations in

Gaza, such as the 2008, 2012, 2014, and 2021 conflicts, have resulted in widespread

destruction of homes and infrastructure, forcing even more people into displacement.

With no freedom of movement and increasing restrictions on resources, many refugees in

Gaza find themselves trapped in an ever-deepening cycle of poverty and violence.

● West Bank: In the West Bank, displacement continues to occur due to Israeli military

operations, settler violence, and the expansion of Israeli settlements. More than 250,000

Palestinians within Israel have been displaced from their villages since 1948, and many

live in precarious conditions. In addition, over 700,000 Palestinians have been displaced

from their homes in the West Bank and Gaza due to Israeli policies, including the

construction of the Separation Wall, house demolitions, and land confiscations for

settlement expansion. These displacements disrupt lives, and families are often forced to

live in makeshift housing or overcrowded camps under constant threat of eviction.

The Impact of Displacement on Palestinian Identity

The displacement of Palestinians is not just a physical issue—it is a cultural and emotional trauma

that shapes Palestinian identity. For many Palestinians, the trauma of displacement is passed

down through generations. The experience of exile has left Palestinians with a sense of

dispossession and longing, especially among those who were forced to leave their homes during

the Nakba. The symbolic image of the key—the key to a home long lost—has become a powerful

symbol of Palestinian identity, representing the hope for return, justice, and the preservation of

their heritage.

Palestinian refugees, particularly those living in camps, face a profound sense of loss, but also a

strong desire for justice. For decades, Palestinian refugees have insisted on their right to return to

their ancestral homes. This demand for the right of return remains central to Palestinian political

movements and is seen as a key aspect of Palestinian national identity. The Palestinian national

narrative, whether in the occupied territories or in the diaspora, is shaped by a collective memory

of exile, loss, and the continued struggle for justice and self-determination.

Displacement as a Political Tool

Israel’s policies towards Palestinians, particularly its land confiscation practices, the expansion of

settlements, and its refusal to recognize the Palestinian right of return, have contributed to the

ongoing displacement of Palestinians. The Israeli government has consistently maintained that

the return of Palestinian refugees is not a feasible solution. It has argued that allowing millions of
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Palestinians to return would alter the demographic balance in Israel, threatening its identity as a

Jewish state.

The United Nations, however, continues to uphold the right of return for Palestinian refugees

under international law, particularly through UN General Assembly Resolution 194, which affirms

that refugees have the right to return to their homes. This unresolved issue remains one of the

core obstacles to peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

At the same time, Palestinians living under occupation face policies that continuously reinforce

displacement. House demolitions, land confiscations, and restrictions on movement further

entrench the sense of dislocation for Palestinians in the occupied territories. These policies

create an environment where Palestinians are constantly threatened with loss of home and land,

thus perpetuating a cycle of displacement that has lasted for over seven decades.

The Palestinian Diaspora: A Global Experience

Beyond the Middle East, Palestinian refugees have spread across the world, creating vibrant

communities in countries such as the United States, Chile, Argentina, and several European

countries. These diasporic communities remain deeply connected to the Palestinian cause, with

many individuals and organizations advocating for Palestinian rights and self-determination.

● Chile: One of the largest Palestinian communities outside of the Arab world is in Chile.

Over 500,000 Palestinians, many of whom are descendants of refugees from the Nakba,

live in Chile. Palestinians in Chile have established a strong cultural and political

presence, with Palestinian heritage being celebrated through cultural events, festivals,

and political activism. This community plays a significant role in raising awareness about

the Palestinian cause and lobbying for Palestinian rights in Latin America.

● United States: The Palestinian-American population, estimated at around 200,000, is

another important group within the Palestinian diaspora. Many Palestinian-Americans are

involved in advocacy, working to raise awareness about the situation in Palestine and to

challenge U.S. policies that they perceive as unfavorable to Palestinian rights. The

Palestinian-American community is particularly active in universities, non-profit

organizations, and the media, where it works to highlight the issue of Palestinian

displacement.

The Palestinian diaspora continues to serve as a source of political and cultural strength. Despite

being far from their homeland, Palestinians living in exile often see themselves as part of a global

movement for Palestinian liberation. Their activism has helped bring international attention to the

plight of refugees and the broader Palestinian struggle for justice.
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The Ongoing Struggle for Return and Justice

As the Palestinian population continues to grow, the refugee crisis shows no signs of resolution.

The issue of Palestinian refugees is integral to the larger Israeli-Palestinian conflict and remains a

central issue in peace negotiations. However, despite international calls for the recognition of

Palestinian refugees’ right to return, Israel continues to refuse to allow the return of refugees,

arguing that such a move would jeopardize the Jewish character of the state.

For Palestinians, the right of return remains an essential aspect of their struggle for justice. It is

not merely a political issue—it is a deeply personal one for millions of refugees who have lived in

limbo for decades, unable to return to their ancestral homes. As long as the refugee issue

remains unresolved, the legacy of the Palestinian exodus will continue to shape Palestinian

identity and the future of the region.

Conclusion

The Palestinian exodus is a story that has spanned over seventy years, and it is far from over.

With millions of Palestinians living as refugees or displaced persons, the Palestinian diaspora is

one of the largest and most enduring in the world. The unresolved refugee issue remains a

central feature of the Palestinian struggle for justice, and the collective memory of displacement

continues to define Palestinian identity. From the Nakba to the present day, Palestinians have not

only struggled with the physical loss of their land and homes but have also been forced to

navigate the emotional and psychological toll of exile. The fight for return and justice is not only

about politics—it is about the right to preserve a history, a culture, and a people’s right to live with

dignity and self-determination.

Sources:

1. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA). “Palestine Refugees.” UNRWA, 2023.

2. United Nations. “The Right of Return.” United Nations General Assembly, 1948.

3. Human Rights Watch. "Israel’s House Demolition Policy in the West Bank." Human Rights Watch, 2022.

4. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS). “Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 2023.” PCBS, 2023.

5. The Washington Post. "Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon: A Struggle for Rights and Dignity." The Washington Post, 2021.

6. Al Jazeera. "Palestinian Refugees in Jordan: A Complex Situation." Al Jazeera, 2022.

7. The Guardian. "Displaced Palestinians in Gaza: Life in the Camps." The Guardian, 2021.

8. Palestinian Policy and Survey Research Center. “Displacement and Exile: The Continued Palestinian Struggle.” PCPSR,

2022.
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Chapter 3: Illegal
Settlements: The
Expansion and Its
Consequences
The issue of Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories is perhaps the most visible

and persistent manifestation of the Israeli occupation of Palestine. These settlements, which are

constructed in direct violation of international law, have not only altered the physical landscape of

Palestine but have also reshaped the socio-political realities for Palestinians living under

occupation. The expansion of these settlements has been a major driver of displacement,

violence, and systemic inequality, deepening the divide between Israelis and Palestinians and

exacerbating the humanitarian crisis in the region.

Legal Framework and International Condemnation

At the heart of the issue is the legal status of Israeli settlements. Under international law,

particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention, the establishment of settlements by an occupying

power in occupied territories is prohibited. Article 49 of the Geneva Convention clearly states

that an occupying power is forbidden from transferring its own civilian population into the territory

it occupies. The International Court of Justice (ICJ), in its 2004 advisory opinion on the Israeli wall,

reiterated that Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem,

are illegal under international law. The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has similarly

condemned Israeli settlement activities, most notably through Resolution 2334 in December

2016, which affirmed that Israel's settlement activity in the occupied Palestinian territories,

including East Jerusalem, constitutes a “flagrant violation” of international law.

The illegality of the settlements is further compounded by the fact that they are established on

land that is legally owned by Palestinians or designated for Palestinian use. Despite this, the
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Israeli government has continued to approve new settlements, expand existing ones, and provide

substantial financial and military support to Israeli settlers. The Israeli government often justifies

its actions by arguing that Israel has historical and religious claims to the land, yet these claims do

not outweigh the rights of the indigenous Palestinian population or the international legal

framework that prohibits such practices.

The Growth and Expansion of Settlements

Since the 1967 war, when Israel occupied the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza, the Israeli

government has methodically expanded its settlements across the occupied territories. What

began with a handful of small settlements has, over time, grown into a sprawling network of over

250 settlements, housing approximately 700,000 Israeli settlers as of 2023. This dramatic

increase in settler population is a direct result of both state-sponsored incentives and a wider

political strategy aimed at consolidating Israeli control over the occupied territories.

The Israeli government has used a variety of tools to facilitate settlement expansion. These

include providing financial incentives, including subsidies and tax breaks, for Israelis to move to

settlements, as well as constructing infrastructure such as roads, schools, and hospitals to make

these areas more attractive for settlers. The government has also used military and legal

mechanisms to expropriate Palestinian land for settlement use. Land confiscation is often carried

out under the guise of security concerns, with the Israeli military frequently issuing orders that

classify Palestinian land as “state land” or “military zones.” These actions are backed by laws that

make it nearly impossible for Palestinians to retain ownership or use of their own land.

In addition to these official policies, there is the issue of “outposts”—illegal settlements

established without government approval but later retroactively legalized by the Israeli

authorities. The Israeli government has consistently failed to take significant action against these

outposts, despite their illegality under both Israeli law and international law. In fact, the

government has often supported these outposts, providing them with services, electricity, and

even water access, further entrenching Israeli control in the West Bank.

The Geopolitical Strategy: “Facts on the Ground”

The Israeli government’s settlement policies are part of a broader strategy to establish “facts on

the ground” in order to shape the outcome of any future negotiations with the Palestinians. By

expanding settlements and creating irreversible territorial changes, Israel aims to weaken the

prospects for a two-state solution. The creation of settlements in strategically located areas,

especially in the Jordan Valley and around Jerusalem, serves to fragment Palestinian territories

and make it more difficult for Palestinians to establish a contiguous and viable state.
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In Jerusalem, the situation is particularly dire, with Israeli policies aimed at altering the city’s

demographic makeup. Since Israel’s annexation of East Jerusalem in 1967, Israeli authorities have

worked to increase the Jewish population in the city through the construction of settlements in

Palestinian neighborhoods such as Silwan, Sheikh Jarrah, and the Old City. These efforts are

aimed at making it politically and geographically impossible for Palestinians to ever claim East

Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian state. This has been compounded by the eviction

of Palestinian families from their homes in these neighborhoods, with settlers moving in and

sometimes receiving financial support from the Israeli government to do so.

Impact on Palestinian Communities

The effects of settlement expansion on Palestinian communities are severe and multifaceted.

First and foremost, settlements contribute directly to the displacement of Palestinian families. In

areas where settlements are built, entire villages or neighborhoods have been demolished or

abandoned due to the threat of settlement construction. The Israeli government often demolishes

Palestinian homes to make way for new settlements or to expand existing ones, forcing

Palestinians into overcrowded refugee camps or onto land that is not suitable for agricultural use.

The military and security infrastructure that accompanies these settlements further isolates

Palestinian communities. The construction of military zones, fences, and surveillance systems

separates Palestinian villages from one another and prevents the free movement of people and

goods. Palestinians are often confined to isolated enclaves surrounded by settlement-controlled

areas, making it difficult for them to access essential services such as healthcare, education, and

employment. Movement restrictions, including the infamous system of checkpoints and the

separation wall, have created a system of apartheid-like conditions where Palestinians are

segregated from settlers by physical barriers and legal restrictions.

Moreover, settlers often engage in violent acts against Palestinian communities, including

physical assaults, destruction of property, and harassment. These incidents, which are frequently

unprovoked, are rarely investigated or prosecuted by Israeli authorities, contributing to a climate

of impunity for settlers. The Israeli military, which is tasked with protecting both settlers and

Palestinians, has often been complicit in these acts, failing to intervene or even providing

protection for settlers while allowing Palestinians to suffer. According to Human Rights Watch, this

pattern of settler violence and military complicity has left Palestinians vulnerable to daily

harassment and fear for their safety.
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Economic and Social Impact

The expansion of settlements has also had a devastating impact on the Palestinian economy.

Israeli settlers control key areas of natural resources, such as water and fertile agricultural land,

further depriving Palestinians of their means of livelihood. Israel’s policies of land confiscation,

settlement expansion, and restrictions on movement have severely limited the ability of

Palestinians to engage in commerce, trade, or even basic agricultural work.

Palestinian farmers in particular have been affected by the expansion of settlements, as settlers

often claim ownership of farmland that has been worked by Palestinians for generations. In many

cases, Palestinian farmers have been unable to access their land due to settlement construction,

military restrictions, or settler violence. This has forced many Palestinians into poverty, with

limited opportunities for economic development.

The creation of settlements has also created a system of dependence on Israeli-controlled

infrastructure. Palestinians are often forced to rely on Israel for access to basic services such as

electricity, water, and sanitation, all of which are controlled by the Israeli authorities. This creates

a system of inequality where Palestinians live in substandard conditions, with little control over

their own resources.

The International Response and Inaction

Despite the widespread recognition of the illegality of Israeli settlements under international law,

the international community has largely failed to take meaningful action to stop the expansion of

settlements. The United Nations has issued numerous resolutions condemning settlement

activities, but these have been routinely ignored by Israel. The United States, while occasionally

critical of settlement expansion, has provided Israel with significant financial and military support,

making it difficult for the international community to exert pressure on Israel to halt settlement

construction.

The European Union has voiced its opposition to Israeli settlements, with some member states

urging the implementation of economic sanctions or the labeling of settlement goods. However,

these measures have been largely ineffective in curbing settlement expansion, and Israel

continues to benefit from international trade and investment despite its violations of international

law.
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Resistance and the Struggle for Justice

Despite these obstacles, Palestinians continue to resist the settlement enterprise. Many

Palestinian communities have engaged in nonviolent resistance, organizing protests and legal

challenges to Israeli settlement activities. International human rights organizations have played a

crucial role in documenting the human rights abuses associated with settlements, working to

raise awareness and pressure governments to take stronger actions against Israel.

The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement has gained significant traction in recent

years, advocating for international pressure on Israel to end its occupation and its settlement

expansion. The movement calls for economic, academic, and cultural boycotts of Israel, as well as

divestment from companies that support Israeli settlements.

Conclusion

The continued expansion of illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem is a

central issue in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. These settlements violate international law,

undermine the rights of Palestinians, and contribute to the fragmentation of Palestinian territories,

making it increasingly difficult to envision a viable Palestinian state. The international community

must take stronger, more decisive action to hold Israel accountable for its illegal actions and to

ensure that Palestinians can live in dignity and security. Only by halting settlement expansion,

respecting Palestinian land rights, and ending the occupation can a just and lasting peace be

achieved.
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Chapter 4: "Mowing
the Grass" – Israeli
Military Doctrine
The term “mowing the grass” was coined by Israeli military officials and refers to the strategy of

conducting periodic, intense military operations in Gaza with the goal of weakening militant

groups like Hamas, while avoiding long-term occupation. This strategy is based on the premise

that it is more effective to intermittently degrade the enemy’s military capacity rather than engage

in an all-out war. It is a strategy of cyclical violence, where Israel’s military periodically escalates

its attacks to diminish Palestinian resistance, but stops short of total conquest or lasting solutions.

While "mowing the grass" is a colloquial term used by some Israeli military officials, it has become

a euphemism for the harsh, disproportionate military operations that cause extensive civilian

casualties and infrastructural damage. These operations are frequently launched as responses to

rocket attacks from Gaza into southern Israel, but they result in significant civilian loss and a

humanitarian crisis for Gaza's population. This chapter will explore how this military strategy has

played out in real-world conflicts, and examine its ethical and legal implications.

In this chapter, we will break down the following:

1. The origins and evolution of “mowing the grass.”

2. Key military operations: Cast Lead (2008), Pillar of Defense (2012), Protective Edge (2014),

and subsequent attacks.

3. The human cost of “mowing the grass,” particularly the civilian casualties and

infrastructure destruction in Gaza.

4. The political and legal debates surrounding this doctrine, including international law and

claims of collective punishment.

5. The wider humanitarian implications and long-term effects on the people of Gaza.
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1. The Origins of "Mowing the Grass": The Israeli Military’s Doctrine of Deterrence

The concept of "mowing the grass" emerged in the aftermath of Israel’s military withdrawal from

Gaza in 2005. Following the evacuation of settlements as part of the Gaza Disengagement Plan,

Israel sought a strategy that would allow it to deal with ongoing rocket fire from Gaza without

occupying the territory. The idea was simple: instead of fighting a long-term war, Israel would

strike militarily in short bursts, targeting militant infrastructure, and then retreat, waiting until the

"grass"—in this case, the militant groups—began to grow again. Once they regained strength,

Israel would launch another strike to "mow" it down.

● Initial Development: This strategy can be traced back to Israel’s military thinking after the

Second Intifada (2000–2005), when Israel faced escalating violence from Palestinian

groups. In the post-Intifada period, military thinkers in Israel, such as Israeli General Gidi

Shmerling, began to argue that Israel needed to maintain a policy of deterrence.

However, because of the nature of Gaza’s political structure (dominated by Hamas after

the 2006 Palestinian elections), and the lack of a permanent occupation, Israel developed

a cyclical approach to weaken Gaza-based resistance groups.

● Strategic Aims: "Mowing the grass" was not only intended to weaken Hamas, but also to

create a situation in which Palestinian civilians would feel the pressure of Israeli military

responses, potentially turning against Hamas leadership in favor of a ceasefire or

negotiating peace.

● Key Military Theorists: Israeli military officials such as Amos Yadlin (former head of Israeli

military intelligence) and Yoav Galant (a former senior Israeli defense official) discussed

the doctrine openly. Their idea was based on minimizing long-term occupation while

maximizing deterrence through short, sharp military interventions.

2. Key Military Operations: Cast Lead (2008), Pillar of Defense (2012), Protective Edge (2014)

Each of these military operations exemplified Israel's implementation of the “mowing the grass”

doctrine. We’ll examine each operation in depth, including the causes, military strategies, and

humanitarian consequences.

A. Operation Cast Lead (2008–2009)

● Background and Causes: Operation Cast Lead was triggered by the escalating rocket fire

from Gaza into southern Israel, particularly after the ceasefire between Hamas and Israel
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collapsed in December 2008. Israel's goal was to stop rocket attacks and to undermine

Hamas’s ability to control Gaza.

● Military Strategy: The operation began with an airstrike campaign targeting Hamas

infrastructure, followed by a ground invasion. Israel aimed to destroy Hamas’s military

infrastructure, including weapons stores, rocket launchers, and tunnels.

● Humanitarian Impact: The humanitarian impact was devastating. Over the course of

three weeks, around 1,400 Palestinians were killed, and 5,000 others were injured. A

large number of those killed were civilians, including women and children. Over 20,000

homes were destroyed, along with significant infrastructure, including schools, hospitals,

and water supplies. The international community heavily criticized the operation for

disproportionate use of force, but Israel maintained that it was acting in self-defense

against rocket fire.

● International Response: The operation prompted widespread international

condemnation, including accusations of war crimes. The United Nations Human Rights

Council (UNHRC) and organizations such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty

International condemned the operation for violations of international law, specifically the

disproportionate targeting of civilians and civilian infrastructure.

B. Operation Pillar of Defense (2012)

● Background and Causes: Operation Pillar of Defense was launched in November 2012 in

response to escalating rocket attacks from Gaza. This operation, like Cast Lead, was

framed as a preventive measure against Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza.

● Military Strategy: The operation began with the targeted killing of Ahmed Jabari, the

chief of Hamas’s military wing, in an airstrike. The Israeli military then launched extensive

airstrikes on Gaza, focusing on rocket launchers and command centers.

● Humanitarian Impact: While the operation lasted only eight days, it resulted in the deaths

of at least 160 Palestinians, with the vast majority of them being civilians. Hundreds of

homes and civilian structures were damaged or destroyed. The UN Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that about 115,000 people were

displaced due to the operation.

● International Response: The international community again raised concerns over the

humanitarian cost of the operation, and while Israel’s self-defense argument was

reiterated, the scale of the civilian toll led to accusations of disproportionate force.

C. Operation Protective Edge (2014)
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● Background and Causes: Operation Protective Edge was launched in July 2014, following

a significant increase in rocket fire from Gaza into southern Israel. This escalated after the

kidnapping and killing of three Israeli teenagers in the West Bank and subsequent Israeli

military operations in the West Bank. Hamas then fired rockets into Israel, prompting the

military response.

● Military Strategy: Protective Edge involved extensive airstrikes on Gaza, followed by a

ground invasion. Israel focused on destroying tunnels used by Hamas to move fighters

and weapons into Israel. A major objective was also to destroy Hamas’s rocket-launching

infrastructure.

● Humanitarian Impact: The operation lasted for 50 days and resulted in the deaths of over

2,200 Palestinians, the vast majority of them civilians. Over 100,000 Palestinians were

displaced, and more than 18,000 homes were destroyed. The damage to Gaza’s

infrastructure was extensive, with hospitals, schools, and water treatment plants being

targeted.

● International Response: As with previous operations, the international community was

critical of the high civilian death toll. Several reports from the United Nations and Human

Rights Watch raised concerns about potential war crimes and the targeting of civilian

structures.

3. The Human Cost of "Mowing the Grass"

The “mowing the grass” strategy is often justified by Israel as a means of self-defense, aimed at

stopping rocket attacks and weakening Hamas. However, the human cost of these operations is

profound. The consequences are felt most acutely by the civilian population of Gaza, who bear

the brunt of Israeli military operations. Gaza’s population is largely confined to an area that is just

140 square miles, and the overwhelming majority of the population lives in overcrowded refugee

camps or cities.

● Civilians in the Crossfire: The constant military escalation leads to severe trauma for

Palestinians in Gaza, including psychological effects on children, the destruction of

homes, and the loss of family members.

● Destruction of Infrastructure: Beyond the loss of life, these operations result in

widespread destruction of Gaza's already fragile infrastructure, including homes,

hospitals, schools, and basic utilities. This leads to long-term disruptions to daily life and

hinders the rebuilding process.
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4. Legal and Ethical Debates: Collective Punishment and International Law

Critics of the “mowing the grass” doctrine argue that it constitutes collective punishment, which
is prohibited under international humanitarian law (specifically under the Fourth Geneva

Convention). Collective punishment refers to punishing civilians for acts they did not commit, and

it is considered a war crime.

● International Criticism: Many international organizations, including Amnesty

International, Human Rights Watch, and the United Nations, have condemned the Israeli

military for violating international law during these operations. The International Criminal

Court (ICC) has been called to investigate potential war crimes committed during these

operations.

5. Conclusion: The Long-Term Consequences of "Mowing the Grass"

The repeated cycle of violence in Gaza, based on the "mowing the grass" doctrine, leads to both

short-term tactical gains for Israel, such as the destruction of militant infrastructure, but at a

significant human cost. The long-term consequences are a deepening humanitarian crisis and

an unending cycle of violence and retaliation. This policy continues to fuel anger and resentment,

contributing to the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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Chapter 5: The
Disproportionate
Death and
Imprisonment of
Children in Gaza
Palestinian children in Gaza are among the most vulnerable in the world. Living in a densely

populated area under a blockade, subjected to periodic military attacks, and surrounded by the

remnants of constant violence, Gaza's children are often the hardest hit. Their lives are marked by

the trauma of war, displacement, and the loss of family members, yet they are also subject to the

routine denial of basic rights, including education, healthcare, and freedom of movement.

Israel’s military operations in Gaza have had a particularly severe impact on children. According

to reports from international human rights organizations, Palestinian children are frequently killed

or injured during Israeli airstrikes, artillery shelling, and ground invasions. These children suffer

not only from the direct effects of violence, but also from the psychological toll of living in a

constant state of fear and uncertainty.

Additionally, many Palestinian children in Gaza and the West Bank are subjected to arbitrary

arrest and imprisonment by Israeli forces. The treatment of Palestinian minors in Israeli detention

facilities has drawn widespread condemnation from human rights groups and international

organizations.

This chapter will explore the following:
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1. The disproportionate death toll of Palestinian children in Gaza, focusing on major military

operations and their effects.

2. The psychological impact of war on Palestinian children.

3. The widespread imprisonment of Palestinian children, including arrest tactics, detention

conditions, and the legal violations surrounding these practices.

4. International law’s protections for children in conflict zones, and the failure to uphold

these laws.

5. The long-term implications for Gaza’s children, including the prospects for education,

health, and psychological well-being.

1. The Disproportionate Death Toll of Palestinian Children in Gaza

The death toll of Palestinian children in Gaza is staggering, particularly during Israeli military

operations. The nature of these military operations, including airstrikes, artillery shelling, and

ground invasions, puts children at a particularly high risk. This subsection will examine the

patterns of child fatalities in major military operations, including Operation Cast Lead (2008),

Operation Pillar of Defense (2012), Operation Protective Edge (2014), and more recent

escalations.

A. Operation Cast Lead (2008–2009)

● Casualties: During the 2008–2009 Gaza War, over 1,400 Palestinians were killed,

including 300 children. Reports from the United Nations and Human Rights Watch

documented that many of the deaths were due to Israeli airstrikes targeting residential

areas, schools, and other civilian infrastructure. The children were often caught in the

crossfire of military operations aimed at Hamas militants.

● Destruction of Homes: As Israel launched airstrikes on Gaza, many children were killed in

their homes. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) reported that 20%

of the buildings in Gaza were either destroyed or severely damaged, with families taking

refuge in schools and other shelters, many of which were also targeted by Israeli bombs.

● Psychological Trauma: In addition to the immediate physical casualties, many children

were traumatized by the violence, losing family members, friends, and their homes. The

psychological scars of this violence would last for many years.

B. Operation Pillar of Defense (2012)

● Casualties: In the 2012 conflict, 160 Palestinians were killed, of which a substantial

number were children. The Israeli military initially justified its airstrikes as retaliatory
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strikes in response to rocket fire from Gaza into southern Israel, but the result was a

disproportionate number of child fatalities.

● The Impact on Health and Education: Thousands of children were left without access to

basic medical care as hospitals and clinics were damaged or overwhelmed. Educational

institutions were also damaged, causing long-term disruptions to the lives of Gaza’s

young population.

C. Operation Protective Edge (2014)

● Casualties: Operation Protective Edge was one of the most deadly operations for

Palestinian children. Over the course of 50 days, over 500 children were killed, many of

them in the first days of the conflict when Israel launched extensive airstrikes on Gaza.

According to the United Nations and Save the Children, many of these deaths occurred

in densely populated areas like schools, markets, and residential neighborhoods.

● Massive Displacement: The destruction of homes left over 100,000 children displaced.

Many were forced to seek shelter in UN-run schools, which themselves became targets of

airstrikes, further exacerbating the humanitarian crisis.

D. Ongoing Casualties in Recent Escalations

Even beyond these major operations, the continuous cycle of violence has led to the deaths of

children during more recent escalations, such as those in 2018 and 2021. Despite international

calls for a ceasefire and for Israel to abide by international law, Palestinian children continue to

bear the brunt of the violence.

● Long-Term Health Effects: Many children are also exposed to environmental hazards

from bombed infrastructure, including lead poisoning and the psychological impacts of

growing up in a conflict zone.

● Injuries and Disabilities: Thousands of Palestinian children suffer lifelong disabilities due

to injuries sustained in the attacks. A large percentage of these injuries are caused by

airstrikes and artillery shelling, often involving shrapnel or fragmentation.

2. The Psychological Impact of War on Palestinian Children

The psychological toll of war on Palestinian children cannot be overstated. Growing up under

constant threat of violence, displacement, and loss of family members has profound effects on

mental health and development.

A. Trauma and PTSD
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Many children in Gaza suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), a condition that
manifests in severe anxiety, nightmares, flashbacks, and difficulty coping with everyday life.

According to a study by Save the Children, over 50% of Palestinian children in Gaza show signs

of psychological distress, including depression and anxiety. The situation is compounded by the

limited access to mental health services in Gaza, where healthcare is already strained.

B. Intergenerational Trauma

The trauma faced by children in Gaza is not limited to their own experiences. The psychological

scars of the conflict are intergenerational, with parents and grandparents also suffering from

PTSD, which is passed down to children. Children in Gaza often grow up in an environment

where they witness violence and experience loss at a young age. This leads to a cycle of trauma

that can take decades to break.

C. Impact on Education

With schools frequently targeted during military operations, children are deprived of access to

education. According to the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO), the frequent closure of schools in Gaza and the destruction of educational facilities

disrupt the lives of children, making it difficult for them to continue their studies and plan for a

better future.

3. The Widespread Imprisonment of Palestinian Children

The arrest and imprisonment of Palestinian children by Israeli forces is another major issue.

According to Defense for Children International – Palestine (DCIP), Israel has one of the highest

rates of Palestinian child detention in the world.

A. Arrest and Detention Practices

● Arbitrary Arrests: Palestinian children are often arrested in the middle of the night, taken

from their homes by Israeli soldiers, and subjected to harsh interrogation tactics. Many

children are arrested on charges related to throwing stones at Israeli military vehicles or

participating in protests.

● Conditions of Detention: Palestinian children are typically detained in Israeli prisons,

where they face harsh conditions. Reports from human rights organizations describe

overcrowded cells, lack of access to adequate healthcare, and physical and psychological
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abuse. Children as young as 12 years old are tried in military courts without the right to a

fair trial.

B. Legal Violations

● International Law: The arrest and treatment of Palestinian children by Israeli forces

violates numerous international conventions, including the Convention on the Rights of

the Child (CRC), to which Israel is a signatory. The Fourth Geneva Convention also

prohibits the transfer of children from occupied territories to the occupying power’s

territory.

● Collective Punishment: Many children are imprisoned not because of any individual

wrongdoing but as part of Israel’s broader strategy of collective punishment against

Palestinians.

4. International Legal Framework: Protection of Children in Conflict Zones

The protection of children in armed conflict is governed by a series of international laws,

including the Convention on the Rights of the Child and International Humanitarian Law.

Israel’s treatment of Palestinian children has been repeatedly criticized for violating these

protections.

● UNICEF and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC): UNICEF has issued

multiple reports calling on Israel to respect the rights of Palestinian children, particularly in

terms of detention and military operations.

● International Criminal Court (ICC): Calls have been made for the ICC to investigate the

widespread violations against Palestinian children, including the use of children in military

operations and the targeting of civilian infrastructure.

5. Long-Term Implications: Gaza’s Children and the Future

The long-term effects of the trauma, displacement, and imprisonment of Palestinian children will

be felt for generations. The ongoing denial of basic rights and the physical and psychological

damage inflicted on these children may undermine any prospects for peace in the region. The

international community must act to address these abuses and ensure that the rights of

Palestinian children are protected.
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Chapter 6:
Destruction of
Christian and Muslim
Properties in Gaza
and the West Bank
Throughout the history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, both Christian and Muslim communities

in the occupied Palestinian territories have faced systematic destruction of their religious, cultural,

and residential properties. From places of worship to schools, homes, and historic sites, these

communities have seen their sacred spaces demolished, desecrated, or rendered uninhabitable

due to Israeli military operations and policies.

The destruction of religious properties serves multiple purposes, ranging from military necessity

to attempts to erase Palestinian heritage, undermine the identity of Palestinian communities, and

control key geographic areas. This chapter will focus on:

1. The destruction of Muslim and Christian properties in Gaza and the West Bank.

2. The strategic military rationale behind targeting religious and cultural landmarks.

3. The human impact on the local Christian and Muslim populations, including the

displacement, loss of sacred sites, and socio-cultural disruption.

4. The role of international law in protecting religious and cultural sites in conflict zones.

5. The long-term implications for the preservation of Palestinian heritage and the future of

religious coexistence in the region.
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1. Destruction of Muslim Properties in Gaza and the West Bank

Palestinian Muslim communities have been disproportionately affected by the Israeli military's

practice of targeting infrastructure, including homes, mosques, schools, and farms. These actions

have resulted in widespread displacement, loss of livelihood, and disruption of daily life.

A. Destruction of Mosques

Mosques have frequently been targeted in Israeli military operations, under the pretext that they

are being used by militants or are in the vicinity of Hamas operatives. The targeting of religious

institutions has sparked outrage across the international community, particularly due to the

sacredness of these sites in Islam.

● Operation Cast Lead (2008–2009): During this operation, at least 20 mosques were

damaged or destroyed in Gaza, including several that were considered historical or

symbolic. Israel claimed that these mosques were used by Hamas for military purposes,

but investigations by human rights organizations such as Human Rights Watch and the

United Nations found that many were hit in airstrikes with no evidence of military activity.

● Operation Protective Edge (2014): In 2014, Israeli airstrikes and shelling resulted in the

destruction of over 70 mosques in Gaza. Many of these were completely leveled, while

others were severely damaged. Mosques like the Al-Omari Mosque in Gaza City, one of

the oldest in the region, were severely damaged during the conflict, marking a significant

loss to the Muslim community and to Palestinian cultural heritage.

B. Destruction of Homes and Neighborhoods

The destruction of homes and entire neighborhoods is part of Israel’s broader strategy of military

deterrence, but it has devastating consequences for Palestinian Muslims who lose their homes,

possessions, and communities.

● Demolitions in the West Bank: In the occupied West Bank, Israel has carried out

extensive demolitions of homes, often under the pretext of security concerns or as a

punitive measure in response to attacks. Palestinian neighborhoods, especially those in

East Jerusalem, have been targeted for demolition to clear space for Israeli settlements.

This policy of house demolitions is a form of collective punishment and violates

international law.

● Gaza’s Residential Areas: During Israeli operations in Gaza, entire residential areas are

bombed. In 2014, an estimated 18,000 homes were destroyed, with a significant portion

of the damage affecting Muslim-majority areas in Gaza’s refugee camps and towns. This
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has led to the mass displacement of families, many of whom had to seek shelter in UN-run

schools or temporary housing.

2. Destruction of Christian Properties in Gaza and the West Bank

While the Christian population in Gaza and the West Bank constitutes a minority, it has

nonetheless suffered from the same patterns of destruction, displacement, and violence faced by

Muslim Palestinians. The targeting of Christian properties, including churches and schools,

highlights the broader scope of Israeli actions aimed at disrupting Palestinian communities.

A. Destruction of Churches

The targeting of Christian religious sites is particularly controversial, given the historical
significance of Christian landmarks in the Holy Land, and the presence of significant Christian

holy sites in Palestinian territories, such as the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and the

Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.

● Operation Cast Lead (2008–2009): During the 2008–2009 Gaza conflict, several

churches were damaged by Israeli airstrikes. The Greek Orthodox Church of St.

Porphyrius, located in Gaza City, was hit by an airstrike during the fighting. Although the

damage was not as extensive as the destruction of mosques, it drew widespread

condemnation for the targeting of religious sites.

● Ongoing Restrictions in East Jerusalem: Christians in Jerusalem, particularly in the Old

City, have faced the destruction of their property due to Israeli military actions, such as

home demolitions and settlement expansion. The Israeli government's policy of evicting

Palestinian families from East Jerusalem has also led to the displacement of Christian

families, including those who have lived in the area for centuries.

B. Destruction of Christian Homes and Neighborhoods

In areas like Bethlehem and East Jerusalem, Christian families have been displaced by Israel’s

settlement policies. The targeting of Christian neighborhoods for demolitions is part of Israel’s

broader plan to alter the demographic makeup of East Jerusalem and the West Bank.

● Bethlehem: A Christian city with deep religious and cultural significance, Bethlehem has

been affected by Israel's settlement policies. The construction of the Israeli separation

barrier has severely restricted movement for Palestinian Christians, particularly in the area
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surrounding the Church of the Nativity. The barrier not only isolates Christian

communities but also prevents pilgrims and tourists from accessing key religious sites.

3. Strategic Military Rationale: The Targeting of Religious and Cultural Sites

The Israeli military often justifies the targeting of religious sites under the notion that Hamas and

other Palestinian militant groups use mosques, churches, schools, and hospitals as shields for

military operations. However, investigations by human rights organizations have consistently

revealed that many of these sites are either not used by militants or have been deliberately

targeted in efforts to demoralize the civilian population.

A. Military Objectives vs. Cultural Heritage

● Cultural Erasure: While some of the destruction of religious properties might be

explained by the military’s strategic needs, the scale and intensity of the damage to

Palestinian cultural and religious landmarks suggest that the destruction goes beyond

military necessity. It often appears to serve a dual purpose: weakening the resolve of the

Palestinian population and attempting to erase elements of Palestinian identity and

heritage.

● International Law: According to international humanitarian law, including the Hague

Convention and the Geneva Conventions, attacks on cultural heritage and religious sites

are strictly prohibited, except in cases where they are used for military purposes. The

frequent destruction of civilian infrastructure, including places of worship, violates these

protections.

4. Human Impact: Displacement and Loss of Sacred Sites

The destruction of religious properties and homes has devastating effects on the people living in

Gaza and the West Bank, especially Christian and Muslim communities who see their sacred

spaces not only as places of worship but as pillars of cultural identity.

A. Displacement and Loss of Community

● Forced Migration: Thousands of Palestinians, both Christian and Muslim, are displaced

each year due to house demolitions and military operations. These people often have

nowhere to go, as they are barred from seeking refuge in neighboring countries, and the

internal refugee camps in Gaza and the West Bank are already overcrowded.

33



● Psychological Effects: The destruction of homes and places of worship exacerbates the

psychological trauma Palestinians face from the constant threat of violence. For Christian

and Muslim communities, the loss of religious sites is particularly painful as these sites

have deep historical and cultural ties to their identity.

B. Social Fragmentation

● Breaking of Communities: The destruction of religious sites also fractures the social

fabric of Palestinian society. Religious communities that once lived together in harmony

are increasingly divided by displacement, and the loss of sacred spaces undermines the

unity of these communities.

5. International Law: Protections for Religious and Cultural Sites

International law, particularly the Hague Convention (1954) and the Geneva Conventions,
provides explicit protections for religious and cultural properties during conflict. According to the

Geneva Conventions, the intentional targeting of places of worship and cultural heritage is

considered a war crime, unless these sites are being used for military purposes.

● UNESCO and the UN Human Rights Council have repeatedly called on Israel to refrain

from destroying religious and cultural heritage in the occupied Palestinian territories. The

destruction of cultural landmarks and religious properties violates these international legal

frameworks and has contributed to growing criticism of Israeli military policies.

6. Long-Term Consequences: The Future of Palestinian Heritage

The loss of religious and cultural sites poses a serious threat to the preservation of Palestinian

heritage. The continued targeting and destruction of sacred spaces not only disrupts the lives of

Palestinian Christians and Muslims but also contributes to the erasure of Palestinian history and

identity.

● Cultural Survival: As more religious and historical sites are destroyed or damaged, the

Palestinian cultural legacy faces existential risks. The loss of such landmarks diminishes

the ability of future generations to connect with their cultural and religious roots.
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● International Responsibility: The international community must hold Israel accountable

for the destruction of these sacred sites and ensure that the rights of Palestinians to

protect their cultural heritage are upheld.
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Chapter 7:
Discrimination
Against Muslims and
Christians in Israel
and the Occupied
Palestinian
Territories
The Palestinian population, both Muslim and Christian, has long experienced discrimination under

Israeli policies and practices. The Palestinian Christian community, though a minority, shares

many of the same struggles as the larger Muslim population in terms of land dispossession,

restrictions on movement, and violent military occupations. However, both communities have

unique histories and challenges that shape their experiences within Israel and the occupied

territories.

Israel’s system of separation and apartheid is reflected not only in the treatment of Palestinians

living in the West Bank and Gaza but also in the discrimination faced by Palestinian citizens of

Israel, who make up around 20% of the Israeli population. This chapter will examine:
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1. Discrimination against Muslims and Christians in Israel proper, focusing on unequal

access to resources, land, and political representation.

2. Discriminatory policies in the occupied territories, especially in East Jerusalem and the

West Bank.

3. Restrictions on freedom of movement for both Muslims and Christians in Gaza, the West

Bank, and Israel.

4. Legal frameworks that perpetuate discrimination, including Israeli laws that favor Jewish

citizens over Palestinian citizens and residents.

5. The social, economic, and psychological impact of discrimination on Palestinian

communities, particularly on Christian and Muslim youth.

1. Discrimination Against Palestinians in Israel

Palestinian citizens of Israel, who are primarily Muslim and Christian, face significant

discrimination in many areas of life, including access to land, housing, education, employment,

and political rights. Despite being citizens of Israel, they are subject to policies that favor Jewish

Israelis and severely limit their opportunities for advancement.

A. Unequal Access to Land and Housing

● Land Confiscation: Since its establishment, Israel has confiscated large portions of

Palestinian land for the construction of Jewish settlements and infrastructure. Palestinian

citizens of Israel have faced systematic land dispossession through military orders,

expropriation laws, and settlement expansion. As a result, many Palestinians are forced

to live in overcrowded areas with limited access to basic services.

● Jewish National Fund (JNF): The JNF, a quasi-governmental organization, plays a

significant role in the dispossession of Palestinian land. The JNF has implemented

policies that reserve land for Jewish use only, effectively denying Palestinian citizens the

ability to live in or utilize certain areas of their own homeland. This discriminatory land

policy contributes to the segregation of Palestinian and Jewish populations.

B. Housing and Settlement Expansion

● Discriminatory Housing Policies: Palestinian citizens of Israel face discrimination in

housing. Palestinian towns and villages often receive fewer resources for infrastructure

development, and there are severe restrictions on construction in these areas.

Meanwhile, Israel’s settlement policies encourage the establishment of Jewish-only

communities on land that was previously Palestinian.
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● The Bedouin Communities: In Israel’s Negev Desert, Palestinian Bedouins face forced

displacement and demolition of their homes. The Israeli government often claims that

these Bedouins are “illegal” settlers on their ancestral land. This has led to the destruction

of hundreds of homes and the uprooting of families.

C. Political and Social Exclusion

● Lack of Political Representation: While Palestinian citizens of Israel are eligible to vote in

Israeli elections, they are often excluded from significant political influence. The political

system is dominated by parties that primarily represent Jewish citizens, and Palestinian

parties have been marginalized, often unable to exert significant influence on national

policy.

● The Nation-State Law (2018): In 2018, Israel passed the Nation-State Law, which defines

Israel as the “nation-state of the Jewish people,” effectively enshrining Jewish supremacy

in the state’s legal framework. This law further undermines the status and rights of

Palestinian citizens of Israel, as it asserts the primacy of Jewish identity and culture in the

public sphere.

2. Discrimination in the Occupied Palestinian Territories

In the West Bank and Gaza, Palestinian Muslims and Christians face different but related forms of

discrimination. The Israeli military occupation of these territories has led to significant limitations

on the daily lives of Palestinian civilians, with discriminatory policies that target Palestinians while

favoring Israeli settlers.

A. Settler Violence and Legal Disparities

● Israeli Settlements: In the West Bank, over 700,000 Israeli settlers live in more than 250

settlements, which are considered illegal under international law. These settlers often

enjoy privileges such as better infrastructure, healthcare, and access to resources, while

Palestinians in the same region live under strict military control and experience significant

resource shortages.

● Settler Violence: Palestinian Muslims and Christians living in the West Bank face daily

violence and harassment from Israeli settlers. Settlers often attack Palestinian farmers,

destroy olive groves, and burn down homes. Israeli authorities rarely hold settlers

accountable for these acts of violence, further emboldening them.

● Military Courts: Palestinians living in the West Bank are subjected to Israeli military law,

while Israeli settlers are governed by Israeli civilian law. This creates a system of legal
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apartheid, where Palestinians face harsher punishments for similar offenses. Palestinian

prisoners, including children, are frequently held in administrative detention without trial.

B. Restrictions on Movement and Access

The construction of Israeli checkpoints, the separation wall, and restricted zones severely limits
the freedom of movement for Palestinians in the occupied territories.

● Gaza Blockade: The 17-year blockade of Gaza by Israel has devastated the local economy

and health infrastructure. The blockade limits Palestinians' access to essential goods,

including food, medical supplies, and building materials. It also prevents Palestinians from

traveling abroad for education, medical treatment, or employment.

● West Bank Checkpoints: Palestinians in the West Bank face over 700 Israeli military

checkpoints, which impede their ability to travel for work, school, or religious purposes.

The separation wall cuts through Palestinian communities, further restricting movement

and dividing families.

● Access to Religious Sites: Both Muslims and Christians face restrictions on access to their

religious sites. In Jerusalem, Palestinians are often denied entry to Al-Aqsa Mosque and

the Church of the Holy Sepulchre during religious holidays or special events. The Israeli

authorities impose strict permits on Palestinians wishing to travel to these sites, while

Jewish Israelis enjoy unrestricted access.

3. Discrimination in Gaza: A Separate and Unequal Reality

The Gaza Strip is often described as an open-air prison, with Palestinian residents enduring
some of the worst conditions in the world due to Israel’s blockade and military operations. While

this impacts all Palestinians in Gaza, the consequences of these policies are particularly severe

for the Muslim majority, and the Christian minority that resides there also faces unique

challenges.

A. Religious Freedom and Restrictions

● Christian Minority in Gaza: The Christian population in Gaza is small, with estimates

suggesting that fewer than 1,000 Christians remain. The ongoing blockade and the

pressure of living under occupation have exacerbated the community’s struggles.

Although Christians are not targeted by Israeli forces in the same way as Muslims, they

face social isolation, economic hardship, and have limited access to religious sites

outside Gaza.
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● Islamic Extremism and Tensions: While the majority of Muslims in Gaza live under the

rule of Hamas, the Christian minority occasionally faces societal pressure and

discrimination due to the Islamic nature of the governing authorities. This has led to some

Christians seeking asylum abroad.

B. Economic and Social Struggles

● Youth Unemployment: Discrimination in the form of limited access to education and

employment opportunities has led to skyrocketing unemployment rates in Gaza, with

estimates indicating that over 60% of young people are without work. This economic

frustration impacts both Muslim and Christian communities in Gaza but disproportionately

affects youth who are trying to establish a future outside the confines of occupation.

● Healthcare Crisis: Gaza's healthcare system is in crisis, with hospitals lacking essential

supplies due to the blockade. Both Christians and Muslims face limited access to quality

healthcare, especially in urgent situations requiring medical evacuation or specialist care

outside Gaza.

4. International Law and Discrimination

International law, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), guarantees freedom from

discrimination, including based on religion or ethnicity. Yet, Israel's legal and administrative

systems continue to perpetuate discriminatory practices that affect Palestinians both within

Israel and in the occupied territories.

● UN Reports and Human Rights Watch: Multiple reports by international bodies, including

the United Nations and Human Rights Watch, have condemned Israel’s discriminatory

policies as violations of international human rights law. These policies have been

characterized as apartheid, a term that is gaining increasing recognition in academic and

diplomatic circles.

5. Conclusion: The Continuing Struggle for Equality

The experiences of Palestinian Muslims and Christians under Israeli occupation and within Israel

reveal the persistent and systemic nature of discrimination. Whether through discriminatory laws,
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military occupation, violence from settlers, or restrictions on freedom of movement, these

communities are constantly fighting for their basic rights and survival.

The two-tiered system that Israel has established in Palestine — one for Jews and one for

Palestinians — continues to perpetuate inequality. The international community must take a firmer

stand to hold Israel accountable for its policies and work to ensure that all Palestinians,

regardless of religion, can live with dignity, freedom, and equality.
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Chapter 8: The
Impact of Restrictive
Infrastructure and
Checkpoints on
Palestinian Mobility
and Economy
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict manifests not only through violent clashes but also in the subtler,

systemic restrictions that influence daily Palestinian life. Nowhere is this more evident than in the

way infrastructure is planned and controlled within the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT).

Roads, barriers, and checkpoints are strategically structured in ways that restrict Palestinians’

movement, limit their access to resources, and severely hamper their economic growth. This

chapter delves into how these infrastructure decisions, intertwined with complex permit systems,

impact the social, economic, and psychological well-being of Palestinians.

Segregated Roads and Infrastructure

In the West Bank, a distinct infrastructure strategy serves to control and contain Palestinian

movement. Israeli-only roads connect settlements scattered throughout the region, while

Palestinians navigate an inferior, fragmented network of roads, which are often poorly

maintained, rerouted, or simply blocked to prevent movement. This system is widely known as

"road segregation." Palestinians are forced to take circuitous routes, bypassing settlements and

avoiding Israeli-only roads, resulting in significantly longer travel times and more expensive
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transportation costs. A trip that might take an Israeli settler 15 minutes can easily take a

Palestinian an hour or more, particularly if they encounter checkpoints or closed roads along the

way .

This road segregation system not only impacts daily commutes but also isolates Palestinian

villages and communities from one another. As a result, what were once connected communities

are now isolated islands with limited interaction. The United Nations Office for the Coordination

of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has documented how, in some areas, the segregation

barrier—known locally as the “Apartheid Wall”—cuts directly through villages, separating families

from each other and cutting residents off from schools, clinics, and agricultural land .

Furthermore, infrastructure that serves Israeli settlers in the West Bank is typically modern and

highly maintained, including wide highways, overpasses, and underpasses that enable

uninterrupted travel. In contrast, Palestinian roads are narrow and often in poor condition, lacking

regular upkeep due to restrictions on Palestinian Authority (PA) governance in Area C, which

comprises 60% of the West Bank and is under full Israeli control. Palestinians residing in these

areas face numerous obstacles when attempting to construct or repair roads, homes, or

infrastructure of any kind, as permits are rarely granted. According to a B’Tselem report, between

2016 and 2020, over 98% of Palestinian permit applications for building in Area C were rejected .

The Burden of Checkpoints

The checkpoint system represents one of the most visible and pervasive manifestations of

restricted movement. Over 700 fixed and temporary checkpoints, roadblocks, and physical

barriers are scattered throughout the West Bank, according to OCHA. These checkpoints vary

from heavily militarized installations to randomly placed “flying checkpoints” that appear without

warning, creating uncertainty and delays for Palestinians traveling to work, school, or medical

appointments.

At permanent checkpoints, Palestinians must undergo rigorous security procedures, including ID

checks, physical searches, and questioning. Many of these checkpoints are equipped with metal

detectors, turnstiles, and surveillance equipment, adding layers of stress to the already long wait

times. In some cases, Palestinians report waiting for hours to pass through a single checkpoint,

only to face delays or rejections that force them to return home. According to the United Nations,

in 2019, it was estimated that the average Palestinian worker traveling to East Jerusalem spent

approximately 40 minutes at checkpoints each way, amounting to a loss of more than 300 hours

each year just in transit time .
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For many Palestinians who work in Israel, the early morning commute begins as early as 3 a.m. to

ensure they can arrive at work on time, given the unpredictable delays at checkpoints. Even after

hours of waiting, entry is not guaranteed, as permits may be denied or checkpoints may be

closed abruptly. This situation forces many workers to sacrifice time with their families and

endure exhausting commutes, contributing to chronic stress and burnout. A study by the

International Labour Organization (ILO) noted that many Palestinian workers report a daily

struggle to balance the physical and emotional demands of their work and commutes with family

life, which takes a heavy psychological toll .

Economic Ramifications

The infrastructure and checkpoint restrictions extend beyond personal inconvenience,

representing a significant obstacle to economic development in the OPT. Checkpoints and the

road segregation system create substantial logistical challenges for Palestinian businesses. The

delays and unpredictability in transport make it difficult to move goods efficiently, inflating

transportation costs and limiting opportunities for economic growth. This issue is especially

pronounced for Palestinian farmers, who are often cut off from their farmland due to the

separation barrier and face regular access restrictions. As a result, many are unable to harvest

crops on time, which decreases both the quality and quantity of their yields .

The World Bank has estimated that the Palestinian economy could grow by 35% if movement

restrictions were lifted, allowing for easier access to both Israeli and Palestinian markets. This

growth could reduce the region’s high unemployment rate, which hovered around 24% in 2023,

and create more stable conditions for trade and industry. The banking organization has also

warned that the long-term suppression of Palestinian economic potential not only harms the

Palestinian economy but also limits regional development and stability .

The economic consequences of restricted movement also create ripple effects across various

sectors. Skilled Palestinian professionals, for example, may abandon attempts to work locally due

to the economic challenges and instead seek employment abroad or in Israel, further draining the

OPT of valuable talent. Palestinian businesses attempting to export goods face bureaucratic

hurdles, extended delays, and high costs associated with transporting products through Israeli

ports. As a result, many Palestinian products are unable to compete in international markets,

stifling the growth of local industries .

Social and Psychological Impact

The psychological and social impact of restricted movement is profound and multifaceted. The

presence of checkpoints, segregated roads, and restricted infrastructure is a constant reminder
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of the limited freedom Palestinians experience in their own land. The psychological toll of passing

through checkpoints regularly includes heightened stress, anxiety, and depression, as

documented by the Palestinian Counseling Center. The unpredictability and arbitrary nature of

checkpoint interactions contribute to feelings of helplessness and frustration among Palestinians,

who are forced to endure invasive security measures and, at times, humiliation.

Furthermore, the fragmentation caused by restricted infrastructure and checkpoints weakens

community ties. For instance, Palestinians who work in Israel or East Jerusalem often leave for

work before dawn and return home late at night, limiting their ability to engage in family and

community life. In turn, this shift erodes traditional social structures and places additional stress

on families, particularly on women who often take on increased responsibilities at home.

Research from Palestinian mental health organizations has found that this strain contributes to

higher rates of family conflicts and emotional distress among children and adults alike .

Education and Healthcare Access

Infrastructure restrictions also affect Palestinians' access to essential services like healthcare and

education. Students often struggle to reach schools, particularly in rural areas, where they may

be forced to cross multiple checkpoints or walk long distances due to a lack of public

transportation. The educational impact of restricted movement is significant, with absenteeism

rates among Palestinian students in the West Bank and East Jerusalem being higher than in other

regions, according to a report by UNICEF .

The healthcare sector faces similar challenges, with patients requiring specialized treatment

frequently encountering delays. Many Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza who need

advanced medical care must travel to hospitals in East Jerusalem or Israel. The permit application

process is often lengthy and unpredictable, and even when permits are approved, patients may

face delays or denial of access at checkpoints, further complicating their access to care. In critical

cases, delays at checkpoints have led to worsening health outcomes or even death, particularly

for patients requiring urgent treatment or pregnant women in labor .

Conclusion

The deliberate shaping of infrastructure and the implementation of movement restrictions in the

Occupied Palestinian Territories are more than logistical inconveniences; they are mechanisms of

control that limit Palestinian agency, economic potential, and access to essential services. These

restrictions erode productivity, create socio-economic instability, and place Palestinians under

immense psychological strain. For any sustainable peace solution, addressing the infrastructure
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inequities and mobility restrictions faced by Palestinians will be essential to fostering equitable

development and restoring the basic human rights of the Palestinian population.
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Chapter 9: Gaza as
an Open-Air Prison
The Gaza Strip, home to over two million Palestinians, has been under Israeli siege for over 17
years. Often referred to as an “open-air prison,” Gaza is one of the most densely populated areas

in the world. The blockade imposed by Israel, along with its control over air, sea, and land access

to Gaza, has created a situation where Palestinians are trapped in a cycle of poverty, violence,

and deprivation. The region’s isolation is compounded by its geographic confinement, where its

borders are controlled by Israel, Egypt, and the Mediterranean Sea.

The Gaza Strip is described as an open-air prison due to the extreme limitations on the

movement of people and goods, the lack of access to basic services, and the continuous threat

of military escalation. This chapter will explore:

1. The blockade on Gaza and its impact on daily life.

2. Freedom of movement and how the restriction of movement affects Palestinian civilians,

including access to healthcare, education, and employment.

3. Humanitarian conditions and the systematic deprivation of resources and essential

goods.

4. International law and the responsibility of the international community in addressing

the crisis.

5. The psychological and social toll of life under siege.

1. The Blockade of Gaza: A Siege on Humanity

The blockade of Gaza began in 2007, when Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip. In response,

Israel and Egypt imposed a land, air, and sea blockade, restricting the flow of goods, people, and

services into and out of the territory. Over time, this siege has led to widespread humanitarian

suffering and a collapse of infrastructure in Gaza.

A. Restrictions on Goods and Services
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The blockade has resulted in a chronic shortage of food, medicine, and building materials. Goods

such as fuel, electricity, and construction supplies are tightly controlled.

● Energy Crisis: Gaza faces regular power outages, with residents having access to only

4-6 hours of electricity per day. The Gaza Power Plant, which provides most of the

electricity, relies on fuel imported through Israel, but due to the blockade, the fuel supply

is often disrupted. The limited access to electricity also affects healthcare, as hospitals

rely on electricity for medical equipment, refrigeration, and lighting.

● Healthcare Crisis: The healthcare system in Gaza is on the brink of collapse, with

hospitals lacking essential medical supplies and equipment. Many patients, including

those with chronic illnesses like cancer or kidney disease, are unable to receive the

treatment they need. TheWorld Health Organization (WHO) has reported that many

essential medications and medical supplies are often unavailable in Gaza due to the

blockade.

● Food and Water Shortages: Access to adequate nutrition and clean water is a constant

struggle for Gaza’s residents. Around 80% of Gaza’s population relies on humanitarian

aid for food, while water contamination due to the destruction of infrastructure and

over-extraction of groundwater further exacerbates the situation.

B. Impact on Education

With Gaza’s educational system in disarray, thousands of children are unable to attend school,

and many educational institutions are overcrowded or lack essential resources. Schools in Gaza

operate under constant threat of attack, as they are often located near military targets or conflict

zones. The lack of safe spaces for students to study and the overcrowded conditions further

diminish the quality of education in the region.

2. The Restriction of Movement: A Life in Confinement

The restriction on movement in Gaza affects nearly every aspect of life, from the ability to seek

medical treatment to the freedom to travel for work or study. The siege not only limits Gaza’s

physical access to the outside world but also isolates its people from their family members in the

West Bank, Jerusalem, or the wider Arab world.

A. Restrictions on Travel
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Gaza residents require permits from Israel to travel outside the territory, including for medical

treatment, family visits, or educational purposes. These permits are often denied, delayed, or

difficult to obtain, making it nearly impossible for people to live a normal life.

● Medical Referrals: Thousands of people with serious medical conditions in Gaza are

unable to access treatment outside the Strip due to the restrictions. The Palestinian

Ministry of Health reports that many individuals die waiting for permits to leave Gaza to

seek life-saving treatments abroad.

● Family Separation: Families in Gaza are often separated from relatives in the West Bank

or abroad due to the inability to travel freely. The United Nations Relief and Works

Agency (UNRWA) has reported that this has led to significant emotional distress for many

Palestinian families who are unable to reunite with loved ones due to the Israeli-imposed

restrictions.

B. Economic Isolation

The blockade has devastated Gaza’s economy, which is heavily reliant on trade. With access to

Israel and Egypt restricted, small businesses and the local economy have been crippled.

Unemployment rates in Gaza are among the highest in the world, with over 50% of the

population unemployed, and youth unemployment reaching over 70%.

3. Humanitarian Crisis: Lack of Resources and the Destruction of Infrastructure

The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is the result of years of military operations, blockades, and
economic restrictions, which have severely disrupted everyday life. The Israeli military has

repeatedly targeted Gaza's infrastructure, including homes, hospitals, schools, and water

treatment plants.

A. Damage to Infrastructure

Since the blockade began, Israel has launched several military operations aimed at neutralizing

Hamas and other militant groups, but these operations have led to massive destruction of civilian

infrastructure in Gaza.

● Destruction of Homes and Buildings: Thousands of homes have been destroyed, leaving

entire families displaced. Operation Cast Lead (2008–2009), Operation Pillar of

Defense (2012), and Operation Protective Edge (2014) led to the destruction of tens of

thousands of homes, businesses, and key infrastructure such as water and electricity
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plants. The reconstruction process has been hindered by the blockade, as many building

materials are classified as “dual-use,” meaning they are restricted because they could

potentially be used for military purposes.

● Water Crisis: Gaza’s access to water has been severely impacted by the blockade. Most

of Gaza’s water comes from underground aquifers, which have been over-exploited. The

blockade also prevents the import of essential water treatment materials, leading to a

humanitarian crisis where 97% of Gaza's water is unfit for drinking. The lack of clean

water is a major cause of disease and malnutrition in Gaza.

B. International Humanitarian Aid

While international aid provides some relief to Gaza, it is often insufficient to meet the needs of

the entire population. Humanitarian organizations are also restricted by Israeli policies, which limit

the movement of aid workers and essential supplies into the territory.

4. International Law and Accountability: Failure to Act

International law provides protections for civilians in occupied territories, including the right to

live without arbitrary imprisonment or collective punishment. The blockade of Gaza and the

conditions under which its residents live constitute clear violations of international human rights

law and the Geneva Conventions.

A. Violations of International Law

The Israeli blockade of Gaza has been widely condemned by international human rights

organizations as a form of collective punishment, which is prohibited under the Fourth Geneva

Convention. The United Nations has also repeatedly called for the lifting of the blockade,

emphasizing its humanitarian consequences for the civilian population.

● UN Security Council and General Assembly: Despite numerous resolutions calling for

the end of the blockade and the protection of Palestinian civilians, the international

community has largely failed to take meaningful action to hold Israel accountable for its

policies in Gaza.

B. Responsibility of the International Community

The international community, including the United Nations and international human rights
organizations, must press for an end to the blockade and take a more active role in ensuring that

humanitarian law is respected. The United States, as Israel’s primary ally, plays a significant role

50



in shaping the policies that have led to Gaza’s current conditions. Increased pressure from the

international community could help bring about a change in the siege.

5. The Psychological and Social Impact of Life Under Siege

The psychological toll on Gaza’s population cannot be overstated. Years of blockades, military
operations, and living under constant threat of violence have had profound impacts on the

mental health of Gaza’s residents.

A. Trauma and Mental Health

The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) reports that a significant proportion of Gaza’s
population, particularly children, suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety,

depression, and other mental health issues as a result of living in such a hostile environment. The

social fabric of Gaza has also been deeply affected, with families coping with the trauma of

losing loved ones, homes, and livelihoods.

B. Lost Hope for the Future

Many young people in Gaza see little opportunity for a better future. The lack of education, jobs,

and opportunities for personal growth leads to widespread feelings of hopelessness and despair.

With the economy in shambles and the political situation unresolved, Gaza’s youth are often left

without a clear path forward.
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Chapter 10: The
"Electronic Leash":
How Surveillance
and Tracking Shape
Palestinian Life
For Palestinians, everyday life in the Occupied Territories is marked not only by physical barriers

but by an all-encompassing digital surveillance network. This "Electronic Leash" is a term used by

many Palestinians to describe the intense system of digital control that Israeli authorities have

established to monitor and restrict movement, track personal interactions, and access private

data. Utilizing advanced technology such as facial recognition, cellphone monitoring, and

spyware, this surveillance system has redefined life for Palestinians, turning ordinary routines into

highly monitored activities.

Through this chapter, we examine how the sophisticated surveillance system affects Palestinians'

ability to move freely, communicate openly, and live with a sense of privacy and dignity.

Surveillance Through Mobile Phones: Constant Monitoring in the Palm of the

Hand

Mobile phones, essential tools for communication, are now a primary means through which Israeli

authorities monitor Palestinians. Often required to install applications that track their whereabouts

and even personal communications, Palestinians find their daily activities closely monitored by

authorities.
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One prominent example is the Blue Wolf application. Reported by The Washington Post, Blue

Wolf is a mobile app used by Israeli forces that allows soldiers to photograph Palestinians and

upload their details to a comprehensive database. This app classifies individuals with color-coded

alerts—green for those allowed to pass without delay, yellow for additional screening, and red for

immediate detention. This instant access to personal profiles on Palestinians extends well

beyond security, amounting to a system that governs where, when, and how Palestinians can

move within their own communities .

For Palestinians in the West Bank, this digital profiling creates an environment of constant anxiety,

as every interaction with authorities could result in data entry or classification that affects future

freedoms. Human rights organizations have raised alarms about this system, criticizing it as a

form of racial profiling that subjects Palestinians to constant surveillance based solely on

nationality . These concerns are amplified by the fact that mobile phone surveillance can

encompass other types of monitoring as well, such as accessing calls, messages, and internet

activity without consent.

Furthermore, all phone data flowing through Palestinian telecommunications networks is

accessible to Israeli authorities, creating additional channels for monitoring. Israeli security

agencies can use this access to track locations, intercept calls, and monitor messaging, even on

encrypted platforms. Palestinians report receiving “warning” text messages or phone calls from

Israeli authorities after attending protests or other gatherings, indicating that their participation

was tracked and recorded. Human Rights Watch describes this as a blatant violation of privacy

rights, contributing to an atmosphere of fear and self-censorship among Palestinians .

Facial Recognition Systems: Identifying and Restricting Movement

Facial recognition technology, increasingly used in public spaces, serves as another layer of

surveillance that reinforces movement restrictions and heightens psychological pressure on

Palestinians. In East Jerusalem and throughout the West Bank, sophisticated cameras track and

log the movement of Palestinians at checkpoints, major intersections, and entry points to

Israeli-controlled areas. This technology allows Israeli authorities to monitor Palestinians in real

time, identifying individuals automatically and notifying soldiers of their history and status.

According to The Guardian, one of the most significant deployments of facial recognition

technology in the West Bank is at the Qalandiya checkpoint, where thousands of Palestinians

pass daily to reach East Jerusalem. Surveillance cameras capture faces, compare them against a

massive database of profiles, and grant or deny entry based on the identity match. For
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Palestinians, passing through these checkpoints involves a surrender of privacy, as they know

their images are being recorded, analyzed, and stored for future monitoring .

Amnesty International has labeled this system as an “apartheid technology” that unjustly targets

Palestinians, controlling movement based on race and ethnicity. While Israeli authorities justify

the use of facial recognition technology as a security measure, Palestinians argue that it

fundamentally strips them of their privacy and autonomy. Unlike physical checkpoints that are

visible and finite, these digital checkpoints are ubiquitous and more invasive, as they cannot be

seen, evaded, or easily identified. The Palestinian rights organization Al-Haq has noted that this

technology, along with an extensive CCTV network, has turned Palestinian cities into “open-air

prisons” where every movement is scrutinized and recorded .

Cyber Surveillance and Hacking: Penetrating Private Communications

Beyond visible checkpoints and surveillance cameras, cyber surveillance tools are used

extensively to monitor Palestinian communications and activities. In a report by Citizen Lab, Israeli

authorities have been documented using Pegasus spyware, developed by the Israeli company

NSO Group, to hack the phones of Palestinian activists, journalists, and NGO workers. Pegasus

spyware can turn a smartphone into a surveillance device, enabling access to messages, call

logs, emails, photos, and even the camera and microphone—without the user’s knowledge.

In 2021, it was revealed that the phones of six Palestinian human rights activists had been

targeted with Pegasus spyware. This revelation sent shockwaves through Palestinian civil society,

as many activists realized that their personal conversations, strategic plans, and sensitive

information could be monitored at any time. Human rights organizations, including Amnesty

International, condemned these actions as violations of privacy and human rights, noting that the

ability to hack and monitor the phones of activists is a method of silencing dissent and disrupting

organized efforts to report abuses .

The fear of cyber surveillance has prompted many Palestinians to alter how they communicate

and share information, particularly among activists and journalists. Many are wary of using

popular messaging apps or social media, fearing that their posts or conversations could lead to

retaliation or detainment. Digital security training has become a necessity within Palestinian civil

society organizations, as they strive to protect sensitive data from being intercepted by

authorities. The chilling effect on freedom of speech and assembly is significant; the Palestinian

digital rights group 7amleh notes that cyber surveillance discourages open discussion of political

issues and stifles activism .
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Psychological Impact: Living Under the Electronic Leash

Living under constant surveillance profoundly affects Palestinians' psychological well-being. The

Palestinian Counseling Center reports that the awareness of being watched generates high

levels of stress, anxiety, and feelings of insecurity among Palestinians, particularly young people.

The effects are most pronounced among those who frequently encounter facial recognition

systems or experience direct monitoring through cyber surveillance. Young Palestinians,

especially, report feelings of helplessness and frustration, as they are unable to communicate

freely, gather in groups, or express political opinions without fearing consequences.

The “Electronic Leash” disrupts not only individual lives but also the cohesion of Palestinian

communities. Families find themselves avoiding public gatherings, refraining from visiting certain

areas, or censoring their own conversations. This suppression of normal social interactions

weakens community ties and contributes to a climate of fear. According to Al-Haq, the pervasive

surveillance discourages Palestinians from gathering in public, stifles political discourse, and

limits community engagement .

For women in particular, surveillance poses unique challenges. Palestinian women report feeling

more restricted in their movements, as the presence of cameras and checkpoints subjects them

to additional scrutiny. Women who work in public roles, such as activists or journalists, face the

compounded stress of not only being monitored but also being labeled as targets due to their

visibility. The gendered implications of surveillance are yet another dimension that impacts the

social structure and psychological health of Palestinian communities.

Socioeconomic and Cultural Impact: Inhibiting Civil Society and Freedom

The extensive surveillance network has implications beyond individual privacy and mental health;

it also restricts socioeconomic mobility and civic engagement. For example, students from the

West Bank who wish to attend universities in Jerusalem or Israel face multiple surveillance

checkpoints and digital permit checks that can complicate or prevent their access to education.

Similarly, business owners and workers often encounter delays due to digital monitoring,

impacting their ability to operate efficiently or maintain stable incomes. According to a report by

the Palestinian human rights organization Al Mezan, this economic stagnation, fueled by

restricted movement and surveillance, has resulted in higher unemployment rates and widened

economic disparities in the region.

The “Electronic Leash” also curtails Palestinian cultural and social activities. Cultural organizations

have faced restrictions on hosting events or gatherings, as authorities frequently monitor these

events for any signs of political dissent. This environment stifles the development of a robust
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Palestinian civil society, as the fear of digital surveillance makes it difficult for individuals to

engage in activism or advocacy without risking privacy violations, imprisonment, or worse. The

Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research has noted a significant decline in public

participation in political and cultural events over the past decade, as individuals refrain from

activities that could trigger unwanted attention .

International Criticism and Human Rights Concerns

The surveillance of Palestinians has drawn widespread criticism from human rights organizations

and digital rights advocates globally. Groups such as Amnesty International and Human Rights

Watch have condemned these practices as a form of collective punishment that subjects an

entire population to constant monitoring. In a 2021 report, Human Rights Watch argued that

Israel's surveillance practices in the Occupied Territories violate the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights, which protects the right to privacy and prohibits discrimination based on

race, nationality, or ethnicity .

Furthermore, concerns have been raised that the Occupied Territories serve as a testing ground

for new surveillance technologies, which are then marketed internationally by Israeli tech firms.

The export of Pegasus spyware to authoritarian governments has led to international calls for

stricter regulations on spyware sales and the development of ethical guidelines around the use of

surveillance technology. As a result, the debate over digital rights in Palestine has resonated

globally, raising questions about the ethical responsibilities of tech companies and the need for

international regulations to prevent human rights abuses .

Conclusion

The "Electronic Leash" epitomizes the extensive surveillance network used to monitor

Palestinians, encompassing everything from mobile tracking and facial recognition to cyber

hacking and data profiling. For Palestinians, this system is more than a digital inconvenience; it’s a

barrier to autonomy, privacy, and basic civil liberties. As technology continues to evolve, the

implications for human rights in the region grow even more complex, underscoring the need for

accountability and reform to ensure that surveillance practices adhere to international standards

and respect the rights of all individuals.
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Chapter 11: War
Crimes – The ICC's
Investigation into
Israeli Actions in
Palestine
The International Criminal Court (ICC) has been at the center of a significant legal investigation

into potential war crimes committed by Israeli forces in the Palestinian territories, particularly in

Gaza. This investigation, initiated in 2021, marks a pivotal moment in the international

community’s pursuit of justice for Palestinian victims of Israeli military actions.

The ICC's investigation follows years of documentation and legal review into Israel's military

operations in Gaza, particularly during conflicts such as Operation Cast Lead (2008-2009),

Operation Pillar of Defense (2012), and Operation Protective Edge (2014). The focus of this

investigation is on the alleged war crimes committed by Israeli forces, which include

indiscriminate attacks on civilians, the destruction of civilian infrastructure, and the targeting

of non-combatants.

While the ICC’s investigation is ongoing, the findings thus far provide a significant basis for

understanding how Israel’s actions might constitute violations of international humanitarian law,

specifically under the Rome Statute that governs the Court.
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1. The ICC's Mandate on War Crimes

The ICC was established by the Rome Statute in 2002 to prosecute individuals for the most

serious offenses of international concern, including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and

genocide. War crimes are defined under Article 8 of the Rome Statute and include:

● Intentionally directing attacks against civilian populations or civilian objects.

● Killing or wounding civilians who are not taking part in hostilities.

● Using weapons or tactics that cause excessive harm or are indiscriminate, including the

use of weapons that cannot distinguish between military targets and civilian areas.

● Destruction of property that is not justified by military necessity.

The ICC has jurisdiction over alleged crimes committed within the territory of states that are

parties to the Rome Statute or by nationals of those states, which includes Israel (as Palestine,

recognized by the ICC, is a member of the Rome Statute).

2. Israeli Military Operations: Allegations of War Crimes

The ICC’s investigation into Israeli actions primarily focuses on three major military operations

that occurred between 2008 and 2014, as well as ongoing violations:

A. Operation Cast Lead (2008-2009)

● During Operation Cast Lead, Israeli forces launched a large-scale military operation in

Gaza, purportedly to stop rocket fire into Israel. However, the operation resulted in

widespread destruction and a significant number of civilian casualties.

● Allegations: According to the ICC and multiple human rights organizations, Israeli forces

deliberately targeted civilian buildings, including schools, hospitals, and homes, in

violation of international law. The use of white phosphorus shells in densely populated

areas also raised significant concerns about indiscriminate weapons that cause

unnecessary suffering.

● Findings: The ICC has reviewed evidence from this operation, including testimony and

video footage showing the destruction of civilian infrastructure. The use of

disproportionate force in densely populated urban areas has been classified as a

possible violation of the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law.
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B. Operation Pillar of Defense (2012)

● This operation began after an escalation of violence and aimed at stopping rocket fire

from Palestinian militants in Gaza. However, it also led to significant damage to civilian

infrastructure and loss of life.

● Allegations: Similar to Operation Cast Lead, there were reports of indiscriminate

bombing and the destruction of civilian property. The ICC’s investigation is examining

whether the attacks were directed intentionally at civilian areas or were disproportionate

to the military objectives.

C. Operation Protective Edge (2014)

● The 2014 Gaza war, known as Operation Protective Edge, lasted for 50 days and

resulted in the deaths of over 2,000 Palestinians, most of whom were civilians. The scale

of the destruction and the high number of civilian casualties raised serious concerns.

● Allegations: Human rights organizations and the ICC have investigated the

bombardment of civilian areas, including entire neighborhoods in Gaza. One of the most

significant allegations is the targeting of civilian infrastructure, such as schools and

hospitals, as well as the alleged use of collective punishment by blocking essential

supplies, including medical and food aid, from reaching civilians in the Gaza Strip.

● Findings: The ICC is reviewing evidence suggesting that Israeli forces may have violated

the principles of proportionality and distinction, both core tenets of international

humanitarian law that prohibit attacks against civilians and civilian infrastructure.

3. Ongoing Violations: The Blockade and Settlements

In addition to these military operations, the ICC is also examining ongoing practices that may

qualify as war crimes under international law.

A. The Blockade of Gaza

● Since 2007, Israel has maintained a blockade on Gaza, severely restricting the movement

of people, goods, and humanitarian aid into the territory. The blockade has led to

widespread humanitarian suffering, including food insecurity, lack of medical supplies,

and poverty.

● Allegations: The ICC has considered whether the blockade constitutes collective

punishment under Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits such
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measures in occupied territories. There is also concern over the intentional infliction of

hardship on Gaza's civilian population, potentially amounting to war crimes.

B. Israeli Settlements in the West Bank

● The ICC is also investigating Israeli settlement policies in theWest Bank, including East

Jerusalem, which involve the construction of Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian

territories. These settlements are considered illegal under international law, particularly

under the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits the transfer of the occupier’s

population into occupied territories.

● Allegations: The establishment of settlements and the forcible displacement of

Palestinians to make way for these settlements may constitute war crimes, particularly

forcible transfer and destruction of property. These activities are seen as efforts to alter

the demographic makeup of occupied territories.

4. The ICC's Findings on War Crimes

In the simplest terms, yes, the ICC has found credible evidence of war crimes committed by

Israeli forces in Palestine, particularly during the military operations in Gaza.

The ICC's preliminary investigations have reviewed indiscriminate attacks on civilian

populations, including the bombardment of civilian infrastructure, the destruction of homes,

and the use of disproportionate force — all of which violate international humanitarian law. The

destruction of civilian property and attacks on civilian areas in the context of military operations

have led to the conclusion that war crimes may have occurred.

However, the ICC has not yet issued a final ruling or verdict on whether these actions definitively

constitute war crimes. The investigation is ongoing, but the evidence gathered thus far strongly

suggests that war crimes may have been committed.

5. The Role of the ICC in Accountability

The ICC’s investigation is critical for holding Israel accountable for alleged war crimes and

ensuring that violations of international law do not go unpunished. Despite its mandate, the Court
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faces significant challenges in enforcing its findings, particularly given political opposition from

some members of the international community, notably the United States and Israel, who have

both opposed ICC involvement in the Palestinian case.

Despite these challenges, the ICC’s investigation represents a crucial opportunity for

international justice in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The Court's work underscores the need for

a legal framework to address systematic violations and ensure that perpetrators of war crimes

are brought to justice.

6. Conclusion: Legal Consequences and the Path Forward

The ICC’s investigation into Israeli actions in Gaza and the occupied Palestinian territories

continues to unfold, with significant implications for the future of international justice. If the

evidence supports the allegations of war crimes, the Court’s findings could establish a landmark

precedent for accountability in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

While the legal process may be slow, the fact that the ICC is investigating these actions is a

crucial step in ensuring that war crimes are not overlooked, and the victims of Israeli military

operations and occupation policies are given a platform for justice. The path forward involves

continued pressure on the international community to support the ICC and demand

accountability for violations of international humanitarian law.

As the investigation progresses, it is essential that the international community work to ensure

the protection of Palestinian civilians, end the blockade of Gaza, and halt illegal settlement

activities, all of which are considered potential war crimes under international law.
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Chapter 12: The
Indiscriminate Killing
of Journalists: A
Violation of Human
Rights and Freedom
of the Press
Journalists serve as the eyes and ears of the world, bringing to light the realities of conflict,

human suffering, and the abuses of power that often remain hidden from the global community.

In regions like Gaza, where violence and political repression are rampant, journalists play a

crucial role in documenting the human cost of war and giving a voice to those who would

otherwise be silenced.

However, in recent years, the targeting of journalists—both Palestinian and international—has

become an increasingly worrying pattern. Israeli military operations, particularly in Gaza, have

seen an alarming number of journalists killed, injured, or threatened, often while they were

simply doing their job: reporting the truth. This deliberate and indiscriminate violence against

members of the press is not only a violation of international law but also an attack on freedom

of expression and the right to know.
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1. The Killing of Journalists in Gaza: A Pattern of Impunity

Since the beginning of the Israeli occupation and especially during military operations in Gaza,

there has been a disturbing pattern of attacks on journalists and media outlets. These attacks

have often been justified by Israeli forces as collateral damage in the context of broader military

objectives. However, such justifications fail to address the intentional nature of many attacks, the

indiscriminate use of force, and the repeated destruction of media infrastructure.

A. Israeli Military Operations and Journalist Casualties

● Operation Cast Lead (2008-2009): During this Israeli offensive, at least three journalists
were killed, and many others were injured while covering the fighting. Israeli airstrikes

reportedly targeted news agencies and media buildings, leading to accusations of

deliberate attacks on journalists and their equipment.

● Operation Pillar of Defense (2012): In this operation, Ahmad Abu Hussein, a journalist

for Voice of Palestine, was critically wounded by an Israeli sniper, and many other

journalists were wounded while covering Israeli airstrikes and ground operations.

● Operation Protective Edge (2014): The 2014 Gaza war saw a dramatic increase in

attacks on journalists, with at least 17 journalists killed and many others injured or

detained. One of the most shocking incidents occurred when an Israeli airstrike hit the

building housing Al Jazeera, the Associated Press, and other international media outlets.

The attack destroyed the building and led to widespread condemnation of Israel’s actions.

In these instances, the killing and maiming of journalists were not accidental. Media outlets were

directly targeted, even though the Geneva Conventions and international law explicitly prohibit

attacks on journalists and media infrastructure in conflict zones.

B. Human Rights Organizations' Reactions

Human rights organizations, including Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, have
condemned these attacks as violations of international humanitarian law. These organizations

argue that such attacks on journalists and media organizations are tantamount to war crimes, as

they deliberately prevent the free flow of information, obstruct reporting on human rights abuses,

and impede the ability of the international community to hold perpetrators accountable.

In some cases, investigations have found that journalists were intentionally targeted, with Israeli

forces knowing full well that the individuals they were firing on were members of the press.

Despite these findings, there has been little accountability for those responsible for killing or

injuring journalists.
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2. The Impact on Freedom of the Press

The killing of journalists is not only a direct violation of human rights but also a direct assault on

freedom of the press, which is enshrined in international law, including Article 19 of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This article asserts that everyone has the right to seek,

receive, and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

The deliberate targeting of journalists sends a chilling message to those reporting on conflict:

that doing so can lead to death, injury, or imprisonment. This atmosphere of fear stifles press

freedom and creates an environment where important information about war crimes, human

rights abuses, and other atrocities may never reach the public.

A. The Role of the Media in Conflict Zones

Journalists reporting from conflict zones like Gaza provide the international community with
critical information about the human costs of war. The media acts as a check on military actions,

documenting the impact on civilians, the destruction of infrastructure, and the violations of

international law. Without an independent press, the world would be deprived of an accurate

and unbiased account of the realities on the ground.

3. International Law and Accountability: The Legal Framework

International law provides clear protections for journalists, yet these laws are often disregarded in

the context of armed conflict.

A. Protection of Journalists Under International Humanitarian Law

Under Article 79 of Additional Protocol I of the Geneva Conventions, journalists engaged in

dangerous professional missions in areas of armed conflict are afforded the same protection as

civilians. This protection prohibits direct attacks on journalists or media outlets, unless they are

directly participating in hostilities.

Furthermore, the International Criminal Court (ICC) can investigate and prosecute those who

target journalists with the intent to prevent the dissemination of information. Attacks on journalists

with the aim of obstructing the free flow of information can be classified as war crimes.
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Despite these legal protections, journalists continue to be targeted, and accountability remains

elusive.

4. The Case of Shireen Abu Akleh: A Symbol of the Struggle for Justice

One of the most high-profile cases of the killing of a journalist in recent years is that of Shireen

Abu Akleh, a veteran Palestinian-American journalist for Al Jazeera, who was shot dead in May

2022 while covering an Israeli military raid in Jenin in the West Bank.

Shireen’s death became a flashpoint for widespread international condemnation. Investigations

by human rights organizations and media outlets, including the United Nations and the United

States, found that Israeli forces were likely responsible for the killing, though Israel denied direct

involvement.

Her death, along with the subsequent lack of accountability, underscored the impunity often

enjoyed by those responsible for attacks on journalists in conflict zones. It also sparked renewed

calls for greater protection for the press, as well as accountability for the deaths of journalists

reporting on war.

5. Moving Forward: A Call for Accountability and Press Freedom

The killing of journalists in Gaza and the broader Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a grave violation of

international law, and it is incumbent upon the international community to hold those

responsible accountable. Impunity for these crimes only perpetuates a cycle of violence and

stifles the vital work of journalists in conflict zones.

A. Demand for Accountability

There must be a comprehensive, independent investigation into the deaths and injuries of

journalists in Gaza and the West Bank, including a thorough review of Israeli military actions

targeting media organizations and individual reporters. International organizations, including the

ICC and UN, should prioritize holding perpetrators accountable for the targeting of journalists.

B. Protecting Journalists in Conflict Zones

In the future, there must be stronger safeguards for journalists working in conflict zones.

Governments and international organizations should commit to providing greater security for
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journalists in war zones, and diplomatic pressure should be applied to ensure that media

personnel are able to do their jobs without the threat of violence.

Conclusion: The Irreplaceable Role of Journalists

Journalists are not mere observers of conflict; they are vital participants in the pursuit of truth

and justice. Their work ensures that the world knows the cost of war, the suffering of civilians,

and the violations of international law. To target and kill journalists is to attack the very

foundation of human rights and the right to know. It is a violation that demands immediate and

lasting accountability.

As the world continues to grapple with the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, we must

remember the importance of press freedom and stand in solidarity with journalists who risk their

lives to expose the truth. The protection of journalists is essential not only for their safety but for

the health of democratic societies and the pursuit of justice for all.
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Chapter 13: The Path
Toward Justice and
Peace
The path to justice and peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is both complex and arduous. The
conflict, which has spanned more than a century, is deeply entrenched in historical grievances,

territorial disputes, and religious and cultural identities. While the international community has

long called for a two-state solution, one that recognizes the rights of both Israelis and

Palestinians to self-determination, this goal has remained elusive.

In recent years, the international legal framework—primarily through institutions such as the

International Criminal Court (ICC), the United Nations (UN), and human rights

organizations—has provided a means to hold accountable those who commit war crimes,

human rights violations, and other illegal acts under international law. However, the pursuit of

justice in such a highly politicized and deeply contentious conflict is fraught with obstacles. These

include power imbalances, political inertia, international diplomatic pressures, and a lack of

meaningful accountability for the parties involved.

The question remains: Can justice for Palestinians, and for the victims of Israeli actions, be

achieved without compromising the prospects for lasting peace between Israelis and

Palestinians?

1. The Role of International Law in Achieving Justice

International law plays a central role in the path toward justice and peace in the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict. Institutions such as the ICC and the UN have become critical in attempting to hold
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perpetrators accountable, while advocating for human rights, self-determination, and fair

treatment under international conventions.

A. The ICC and Accountability

The International Criminal Court (ICC), as discussed throughout this book, provides an

important mechanism for investigating and prosecuting war crimes and crimes against

humanity. Its investigation into Israeli military operations and the systematic violations against

Palestinians is a critical step in ensuring that justice is not sidelined.

However, the ICC faces significant political challenges in prosecuting those responsible for war

crimes in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israel and its allies, notably the United

States, have openly opposed the ICC’s jurisdiction and efforts to prosecute Israeli leaders. This

has led to significant diplomatic friction and challenges in enforcing accountability.

For Palestinians, the ICC’s investigation provides an opportunity to hold Israel accountable for

actions that have led to extensive human suffering, including the killing of civilians, destruction

of infrastructure, and denial of basic rights under international law. Yet, for true justice to be

served, the international community must ensure the enforcement of ICC rulings, which often

face challenges of non-cooperation from powerful states.

B. United Nations Resolutions and Diplomatic Efforts

The United Nations has been involved in addressing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict for decades,

passing resolutions that call for an end to the Israeli occupation, a halt to settlement expansion,

and respect for Palestinian rights. Yet, despite these resolutions, Israel has continued its policies

of settlement expansion and military operations without facing significant consequences.

The UN’s failure to implement its resolutions in a meaningful way highlights the limitations of

international law when it comes to enforcement. Political considerations often prevent the

Security Council from taking decisive action, especially with veto-wielding members like the

United States blocking efforts that are perceived as critical of Israel.

In the context of justice, the UN’s ability to advocate for self-determination for Palestinians

remains crucial. However, for this to translate into peace, a comprehensive, negotiated solution

that addresses the legitimate aspirations of both Palestinians and Israelis is necessary.
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2. The Challenges to Achieving Peace

A. Political Will and Negotiations

One of the main obstacles to peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the lack of political will
from both sides. The Israeli government continues to build settlements in theWest Bank and

maintains the blockade on Gaza, actions that violate international law and undermine the

prospects for a two-state solution. On the Palestinian side, the division between Fatah (which

governs the West Bank) and Hamas (which controls Gaza) has further complicated efforts to form

a unified Palestinian leadership that can effectively negotiate with Israel.

The peace process has been stalled for years, with failed negotiations such as the Oslo Accords

and Camp David Summit highlighting the difficulty of achieving a compromise that both parties

can accept. The status of Jerusalem, the right of return for Palestinian refugees, and the

borders of a future Palestinian state remain contentious issues that have not been resolved

through negotiations.

B. The Role of External Actors

External actors such as the United States, European Union, and Arab states also play a

significant role in shaping the prospects for peace. The U.S., for example, has long been an ally

of Israel, often using its veto power in the UN Security Council to block resolutions critical of

Israeli actions. While the U.S. has supported peace initiatives in the past, such as the Roadmap

for Peace and the two-state solution, its policies have often been perceived as biased toward

Israeli interests.

Meanwhile, Arab states have traditionally supported Palestinian aspirations but have been

divided on how to approach peace with Israel. The Abraham Accords—agreements between

Israel and several Arab states—have shifted the regional dynamics, further complicating the

peace process.

In light of these geopolitical pressures, the road to peace remains heavily influenced by global

political interests that often undermine meaningful action in the pursuit of justice.
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3. The Path Toward Justice and Peace: What Needs to Change

Achieving justice and peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict requires transformative change at

multiple levels:

A. Genuine Commitment to International Law

For peace to be possible, there must be a genuine commitment to the principles of international
law. Both Israel and Palestine must adhere to the Geneva Conventions and respect each other's

right to exist. Israel must end its occupation of Palestinian territories, halt settlement expansion,

and lift the blockade on Gaza. Palestinians, for their part, must commit to peaceful negotiations

and respect for Israel's right to exist.

The international community must also play a more active role in ensuring that international law

is upheld and that violators are held accountable. This means supporting the ICC's investigation

and providing the necessary diplomatic and economic pressure to bring violators to justice.

B. Ending the Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza and the West Bank

The ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the West Bank must be addressed immediately.

This includes ensuring access to humanitarian aid, improving living conditions, and addressing

the economic devastation caused by the blockade and occupation. The international community

must push for reconstruction efforts in Gaza and ensure that Palestinian refugees are given a

fair and just path to return or resettlement.

C. Renewed Peace Negotiations and a Comprehensive Agreement

Finally, the path to peace requires a renewed commitment to negotiations based on the

principles of self-determination for both Palestinians and Israelis. A two-state solution remains

the most widely supported framework for peace, but this will require significant concessions on

both sides, especially regarding Jerusalem, refugee rights, and border security.

Peace can only be achieved through dialogue, compromise, and a shared commitment to the

rights and dignity of both peoples. External actors, especially the United States and the

European Union, must facilitate these talks and ensure that Palestinians and Israelis have an

equal seat at the table.
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Conclusion: Hope for a Just and Lasting Peace

The road to justice and peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is fraught with challenges. The

path is long, and the obstacles are many. Yet, the pursuit of justice—through mechanisms like the

ICC and international law—provides a foundation for accountability and redress for the crimes

committed against Palestinians. A lasting peace can only emerge through a genuine

commitment to human rights, international law, and the dignity of all peoples involved.

The international community must do more to support peace and justice, pushing for both the

enforcement of international law and a political solution that addresses the legitimate rights of

both Israelis and Palestinians. Only by working toward justice for the victims of this conflict can

we hope to achieve a peaceful future where both peoples can live in freedom, security, and

self-determination.
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Sign-Off: A Call for
Justice, Peace, and
Human Dignity
As this book draws to a close, we are reminded that the struggle for justice and peace in

Palestine is not just a matter of political discourse or historical analysis; it is, at its core, a call for

human dignity, respect, and the fundamental rights of all peoples to live in freedom, security, and

self-determination.

The pain and suffering endured by Palestinians over the past century—through displacement,

occupation, violence, and systemic injustice—demands not only our attention but our action. Yet,

while the road ahead is fraught with challenges, it is not without hope. The pursuit of justice

through international law, the tireless work of human rights organizations, and the growing global

solidarity for Palestinian rights are key to ensuring that the voices of the oppressed are heard and

the victims of war and occupation are granted the justice they deserve.

This book serves as a call to all who care about human rights, international law, and the principles

of justice to stand in solidarity with those who seek to end the suffering, to hold the perpetrators

accountable, and to work towards a just and lasting peace.

The struggle for justice in Palestine is a struggle for justice everywhere. It is a struggle for the

universal rights of all people—regardless of nationality, religion, or race—to live in dignity and

peace. Let this be a reminder that the fight for justice is ongoing, and it requires each of us to be

courageous, to speak out, and to act in support of a better future for all.

As we close this chapter, let us renew our commitment to humanity, to the pursuit of truth, and to

the unwavering belief that justice—though long delayed—is not beyond reach.

May this book serve as a small but necessary step towards a world where peace is not a distant

dream, but a reality realized by the hands of those who continue to fight for it.
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Thank you for reading.
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